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PURPOSE OF THIS WORKSHOP

The purposes of the workshop are:

1 To examine and review the latest planner

2 To consider links between the concepts to be developed in Grades 7, 8 and 9.

3 To evaluate content and issues around the human reproductive system.

4 To review a number of learner activities in the context of Planet Earth and Beyond
5 To discuss indigenous knowledge systems and issues in education

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME AND RESOURCES

Session focus and activities

Resources

It is useful ideally for each participant to
have a copy of the CAPS document for
Grades Seven, Eight and Nine

Introduction

e Welcome

e Introductions

e Purpose of workshop and
e Programme overview

e Pre-workshop activity

30 min

Participants’ handouts
Resources handouts
Pre-workshop activity handout
Register etc.

Focus on LATEST PLANNER

SESSION 1: Introduction to format and contents of planner

Activity: In what ways is new planner 15 min Resources handout; Planner;
different from the previous planner?
Activity 1: Discussion of planner. 45 min Chart paper (20 sheets); 10 coloured pens

Group work and sharing of ideas in
plenary session

(wide nib) to write on chart paper; fresh
prestik; 10 A4 sheets of rough paper and
ball point pens or pencils (1 per
participant);

New Focus CURRICULUM LINKS AND GAPS

SESSION 2: Concepts in Grades 7, 8 and 9

Activity 2: Finding concept links
across Grades 7to 9

60 min

All handouts; rough paper; pens or
pencils

New focus THE HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

SESSION 3: Grade 9 Human Reproduction

Activity 3: Watch and Critique PPP
and make decisions regarding
content included in Reproductive
System

60 min

Writing materials such as chart paper;
coloured pens to write on chart paper;
fresh prestik; rough paper and ball point
pens or pencils previously provided

PPP Provided by Facilitator

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»



New focus ISSUES EDUCATION AND IKS

SESSION 4: Science and Society

Activity 4: Identifying scope for IKS
and Issues in Science Grades 7to 9

30 min

New focus EVALUATING LEARNER ACTIVITIES

SESSION 5: Planet Earth and Beyond

Activity 5: Examining and Modifying
Worksheets for Earth and Beyond

30 min

CLOSURE

30 min

This workshop requires a lot of discussion. Therefore for all the activities in the workshop,
please work in small groups and elect a different spokesperson for each report back.

Activity 1:
Facilitator Input before Activity 1:

Your facilitator will ensure that everybody knows what to do.

Activity 1

What to do: Work in groups and answer the following questions for later discussion.

2. Why is improving curriculum coverage in our schools so important?
3. How do the following teachers’ activities support improved curriculum coverage?

a. Planning what to teach each day of the term

b. Reflecting on the day’s teaching

c. Tracking curriculum actually covered against what was planned
d. Reporting on curriculum coverage to the departmental head
e. Sharing curriculum coverage challenges with peers; the DH and advisers

4. What is the role of the DH in supporting improved curriculum coverage- what must he/she

do?

5. What sort of attitudes and ways of interacting must exist among members of a department

if curriculum coverage is to be improved?

6. How do the resources in the planner support improved curriculum coverage — think about:

a. The planners themselves

b. The assessment plans/programme

c. Exemplar assessment tasks with memo and analyses of cognitive levels

d. Resources related to content and pedagogy

b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
b
]
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
N
b
~y . ‘ . . 7
- 1. What is meant by ‘covering the curriculum’?
N
Sy
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b
>

R Y e L il T A e e a  aRe R a

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»



7. Look at the exemplar tracker sheet.
a. What are the main changes from the one that exists in the planners and trackers
already in the schools? Are these changes improvements?

b. Explain why you think they are/are not.

Facilitator Input after Activity 1
Your facilitator will ensure that all participants ‘views are considered.

Activity 2: Concept links across Grades 7 to 9
Facilitator Input before Activity 2:
Your facilitator will organise the following activity.

Activity 2

What to do

1 Examine the tables of natural science concepts for the first three terms in Grades 7 to 9, one
by one. These are located in the Resources Pack.

2 Use a coloured pen or pencil to link concepts across the Grades.
The example below, from Term 2, shows what to do

Grade 7 Concepts Grade 8 Concepts Grade 9 concepts
Materials Atoms Compounds
Separation of Mixtures \ Sub-atomic Particles aThe Periodic Table
/
Acids, Bases and Neutrals “NKPure Substan Naming Compounds
s and Compounds)
Introduction to the Periodic e Mixtures Reactions
3 Identify the concepts which have little or no preceding concepts.

The example below shows what to do

Grade 7 Concepts Grade 8 Concepts €gc

Biosphere Photosynthesis < Cells (tissues — organs) )
N

Biodiversity Respiration Human Body-Systems

(brief outlines)

4 Suggest ways in which an educator could make links between Grades stronger, or to insert

links where none exist.

5 Why are links between grades important?

6 In a plenary session, groups / individuals will take turns to comment on findings from the
activity

Facilitator Input after Activity 2:
Your facilitator will consolidate the session by summarising the findings and suggestions of groups
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FOCUS ON THE HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM
Activity 3: View Power Point Presentation or look at pictures

Facilitator Input before Activity 3

Your facilitator will introduce the topic and set up the presentation.

Activity 3

What to do

1 Concentrate on the presentation and identify the content slides that you think are
appropriate for Grade 9.

2 Use the table in the resource pack to record your choices. You will notice that some space
has been left for you to note your reasons for your decisions.

3 If necessary, list the content and concepts which you think should also be included in this
unit of work

4 The CAPS document suggests that educators and learners debate and discuss issues such as

‘abortion, infertility, surrogacy, contraception, population control’. Pay some attention to these
issues by considering the following and other issues:
Abortion is legal but is it ethically acceptable?

o Should parental consent be required for abortions?
o lIsinfertility treatment a waste of money when couples could adopt a child?
Is contraception a way of encouraging young people to engage in sexual
intercourse?
To whom does a surrogate child legally belong?
What are the dangers of population control — who is in control?
5 If no power point facility is available, what alternative could you use in its place?

Facilitator Input after Activity 3

Your facilitator will consolidate the session by summarising the decisions made.

Activity 4: Issues in Science Education and IKS

Facilitator input before Activity 4
Your facilitator will introduce the topic and explain what to do.

Activity 4:

41 Social Issues

What to do

4.1.1 Examine the tables for Activity 2 in the Resource Pack once again. Refer to the work in all 4
terms.

4.1.2 Apart from the issues identified concerning the reproductive system, what scope can you
find for raising and discussing other issues? List these for later discussion.
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4.2 Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS)

What to do

4.2.1 The curriculum has been criticised for being ‘too Western’ and ‘colonial’ and for not paying
sufficient attention to African thought and practice. The inclusion of IKS may go some way to
rectifying this matter. What do you understand by the terms ‘a colonial curriculum’ and ‘indigenous
knowledge systems?

4.2.2 Examine the tables for Activity 2 in the Resource Pack yet again. Refer to the work in all 4
terms. What scope can you find for the inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS)? List these
for later discussion.

4.2.3 What other measures can be taken to ensure that the science curriculum is appropriate for
all South Africans?

4.2.4 Should all Western content be excluded?

Facilitator input after Activity 4
Your facilitator will consolidate the session by recording and summarising the discussions.

Activity 5: Planet Earth and Beyond

Facilitator input before Activity 5
Your facilitator will provide you with all necessary materials and will explain what you are to do.

Activity 5: Work in pairs

Note that you DO NOT have to answer the questions or follow the instructions on the worksheets.
You should examine them critically as a South African educator and decide whether or not they are
suitable for use in South African schools.

What to do

1 Examine each activity for this session in your Resource Pack

2 Discuss with your partner whether or not the activity could be used in the Senior Phase

3 Record your decisions and your reasons for these. Different people may have varying ideas.

CONCLUSION (30 min)

Key concepts

Post workshop activity
Reflection on workshop
Suggestions for next workshop
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