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A. INTRODUCTION
This book is intended to help you cover the curriculum for Grade 8 EFAL in Term 1 and 2. There is a companion 
book for Term 3 and 4. Teachers should keep these books to use from year to year. 

1. The need to improve curriculum coverage

In South Africa, too many learners drop out of school before Grade 12, and too few of those who reach Grade 12 do 
well in the NSC examinations. There are many reasons for such poor outcomes. One of the most important of these is 
that the curriculum is not covered each year. In other words, the teachers do not teach everything required by the CAPS 
in the year, and learners do not sufficiently understand the concepts and develop the skills that are taught. Improving 
curriculum coverage is the key thing that teachers can do to improve learning outcomes. 

2. A cycle of activities that support improved curriculum coverage

Covering the curriculum is a complex task in which teachers face many challenges. However, there is a cycle of practices 
that can support curriculum coverage (see Figure1). If these practices become routine in the school, curriculum coverage, 
and thus learners’ outcomes, should improve. 

Figure 1: The cycle of practices for supporting improved curriculum coverage 
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B. INFORMATION ABOUT RESOURCES IN THIS BOOK 
In this book, you will find resources which will help you plan, track, reflect and report on curriculum coverage for the 
purpose of working collaboratively with peers and your department head (DH) and subject adviser to solve curriculum 
coverage problems. The resources are described below. 

1. Planners for a daily programme of work

Later in this book are planners that will help you plan what to teach each day in Term 1 and Term 2 (see  
Resource 1 and 2 in Section C). These planners provide a daily programme of work. There is a planner for all the 
books on the approved list of Learning and Teaching Support Materials (LTSMs) for Grade 8 EFAL.

1.1 How planners link to the CAPS

Planners link the CAPS content and skills to activities in the learner’s book (LB), teacher’s guide (TG) and core 
reader/reading book (CR/RB) of each set of LTSMs. The daily plan of activities ensures that time is allocated to all 
the work required by the CAPS in the term. 

In the CAPS, five hours have been allocated to EFAL in the Senior Phase each week. The content and skills are 
specified for each two-week cycle. The planners thus give the content and skills for five one-hour lessons each day 
for each two-week cycle. 

1.2 The structure of the planners

The example of a planner below (Table 1) is from Week 7 Clever English First Additional Language Term 1.  
It shows you how the planning for a week is arranged. The same layout, abbreviations and symbols are used in  
the planners for all the LTSMs for each term.

The table heading states the week of the curriculum, the module, unit or chapter number in the learner’s book; 
and the theme of the module, unit or chapter. Each theme relates to a two-week cycle of work. Look at the notes 
to see what each column tells you.

Table 1: An example of a planner

CLEVER ENGLISH   Week 7 – Theme continued: On your marks! 
Day CAPS content and activities LB pp. & 

activity no.
TG pp. CR/ 

literature text
Homework

1 Mark and discuss answers to questions on 
poem (20 mins); 
R&V: Understand similarities and 
differences between newspaper and 
magazine articles; 
W&P: Plan and begin first draft of 
magazine article (40 mins); p. 79

52
53-54
54-56 
Act. 6

51-52 Complete first draft of 
magazine article

2 W&P: Revise first draft, write, edit and 
proof read final version of article;
Note: This can be done for Term 1 Formal 
Assessment Task 2; p. 79

54-56 
Act. 6

51-52 
Rubric 

260

Parachute men 
say CR p. 71

Read  
Parachute men say 

CR p. 71

3 R&V: Discuss poem and answer questions  
CR p. 80 (40 mins); understand the 
terms bias, stereotypes, prejudice and 
ideophones (20 mins); p. 79

56 55-56 CR p. 80 Do language revision 
LB p. 57 Act. 7

4 Mark and discuss homework (20 mins); 
LSC: Work in groups to identify stereotypes 
Act. 8 Parts 1-3 (40 mins); p. 79

57-58 
Act. 8 

53-54 LB pp. 57-58 
Act. 8 Part 4

5 LSC: Report examples of stereotypes found 
in magazine photographs (15 mins); revise 
punctuation marks (30 mins); do some 
activities on proverbs and idioms (15 mins); 
p. 79

58
58 

Act. 9
58-59 

Extra Act.

54 
54-55 

55

Continue reading 
literature set work as 
directed by teacher
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The columns, from left to right, give the following information:
• The number of the lesson in the week (1-5).
• The CAPS content and skills that are dealt with in each lesson, the page number in the CAPS where these are 

specified, and a guide to the time to spend on each activity linked to the content or skill.
• The page number in the learner’s book, and the number of the activity or activities that should be done by 

the learners during the lesson. 
• The page number in the teacher’s guide where support is given for the work to be done.
• The page number (or other information) about where texts to be used are found in the reading book or core 

reader. 
• Suggested homework.

Abbreviations used in the planners

The abbreviations for the language component are shown below:
• Listening and Speaking = L&S
• Writing and Presenting = W&P
• Reading and Viewing = R&V
• Language Structures and Conventions = LSC

1.3 How to use the planners 

Plan for the term
• Find the correct planner to use – the one that gives the daily plans for the LTSM that you use mostly in your 

class. You can of course use the others to help you find additional or alternative activities related to the same 
skills and concepts. 

• Check the length of the term against the number of weeks in the planner. The school terms are not the 
same length each year. However, the planner is the same from year to year. The planner for EFAL  
Grade 8 Term 1 and Term 2 both give a daily plan for a term that is ten weeks long. In Term 2 this includes 
one week allocated to catch up, consolidation and revision and one to examinations. If the term in any year 
is of a different length (such as having a short first week), or if your school allocates more or less time for 
examinations than is in the planner, you will have to adjust your planning accordingly. It is very important to 
do this planning at the beginning of the term so that you neither rush through the work when you in fact have 
more time for it than allocated in the planner, nor find that you have followed the pace of the planner, but run 
out of teaching time. 

Plan for lessons
• Compare your timetable with the number of lessons in the week, and the length of each lesson. If you 

do not have five periods of one hour each, you will need to adjust the programme for each one-hour lesson 
in the planner to fit the length and number of your lessons. 

• Plan and prepare for each lesson. The planners give support for the planning of a programme of work. 
They do not offer help with detailed lesson planning or preparation. 

Planning for a lesson involves drawing up a plan of action. A lesson plan should include an introduction, sequenced 
content and activities for learners to work on individually or in groups, a conclusion, and homework activities to 
consolidate the learning of the day or to prepare for the next day’s lesson where possible. No lesson plan templates 
are provided here. You should use the one your prefer or that is specified by your school/subject adviser.

Preparation for an English lesson involves: 
• making sure that you understand every aspect of the content knowledge and skills addressed in the lesson 

(this includes reading any texts that learners will be using); 
• working through each of the learner activities yourself, noting alternative answers where necessary, and 

making notes on possible learner difficulties in relation to the activities;
• ensuring that any resources you need to use in the lesson are available (e.g. dictionary, pictures, newspapers, 

magazine articles);
• deciding how you will pair/group your learners;
• checking in your teacher’s guide and learner’s book for enrichment/challenge activities for learners who have 

completed their work and/or need a challenge; and
• seeing where there are remedial and support activities for learners who have barriers to learning. 
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2. Plans for assessment 

Curriculum coverage requires teachers to teach the content given in the CAPS each term/year. It also requires that 
learners understand the concepts and develop the skills that are taught. Thus assessment gives vital information 
about how well the curriculum is being covered. It tells teachers which topics or aspects of topics learners are 
struggling with, and how many learners are managing well, just coping, or struggling. Teachers need to reflect on 
possible reasons for and implications of these patterns of achievement, thinking about, for example, what they tell 
of the efficacy of their teaching methodology and how it could be improved, what feedback they can give learners 
to encourage and support improvement, and whether they can move on to new work, or need to remediate that 
which has already been taught. 

The CAPS requires that teachers assess their learners’ progress by means of both informal and formal assessment, 
and resources in this book assist teachers with planning for both of these. 

2.1 Informal assessment

Informal assessment is ongoing and part of the teaching process as teachers listen to learners’ responses and 
questions in class, and check their classwork and homework books. No record of the marks for informal assessment 
need to be kept, but recording some of these will help you monitor learners’ progress. 

The CAPS for EFAL in the Senior Phase does not specify what needs to be done for informal assessment.  
Teachers should, therefore, choose a range of activities to use for this purpose. Several options are given for 
formal assessment activities, and those not chosen for this purpose can serve as informal assessment activities. 
The teacher’s guides also provide some suggestions for informal assessment activities. 

2.2 Formal assessment

Formal assessment is assessment for which marks are recorded. In South African schools, these marks should be 
entered into SA-SAMS. 

The resources in this book help you plan when your learners will complete assessment tasks. Knowing this helps 
you to plan related activities such as when tasks and marking guidelines will be moderated, when marking will be 
completed and moderated, when marks will be recorded, and when feedback will be given to learners. All of these 
activities are important in ensuring that assessment is at the correct level and that information from it can be used 
to support improved curriculum coverage.

Formal assessment tasks specified in the CAPS

The CAPS specifies three formal assessment tasks in both Term 1 and Term 2.1 Details of these are given in the 
formal assessment programme for all terms (see Resource 3 in Section C). Notice that, for Task 1 (Oral) and Task 2 
(Writing) in both terms, there are several optional activities. 

Formal assessment programmes in the LTSMs and planners

Resource 4 in Section C shows how the formal assessment tasks are integrated into the planners for Term 1 and  2 
respectively. They show when tasks are scheduled in the planner for each of the LTSMs. A note is also made of 
this date in the planners themselves in the column for CAPS content for the day. You will see an example of this in 
Table 1 on Day 2. Some guidance for managing time is also provided. 

Resource 4 shows all the activities provided in each set of LTSMs that could be done for each assessment task. 
Where only one needs to be recorded for formal assessment, you can of course choose to leave some out, or to 
record the mark for only one of the options, making this decision with colleagues or following any direction given 
by your subject adviser or in the ATP.

Not all the LTSMs provide an example of all the assessment activities that could be done for the assessment tasks, 
and some of those provided might not be suitable for your class. Some provide an exemplar test or examination 
in the learner’s book, making it unsuitable for use as a formal assessment task, as learners can prepare for it in 
advance. It is therefore essential that you check the assessment activities carefully before giving them to the 
learners and, if necessary, adapt them, set your own, use examples from a different set of LTSMs or, in the case of 
the Term 1 test and Term 2 examination, make use of those provided by the district/province or in Section C of 
this book.

1  The DBE makes changes to the assessment requirements from time to time. In such instances, you might need to change 
the assessment programme shown here to align with the revised requirements.
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The dates in the assessment programme provided for your LTSM might not suit your context for some reason.  
You should be sure to check this, and schedule dates that are more appropriate where necessary. 

3. Resources to support content knowledge, pedagogy and assessment practices

Sound content and pedagogical knowledge and teaching and learning resources enable teachers to support 
learning, and thus have a positive impact on curriculum coverage. For this reason, where appropriate, guidelines 
for teaching certain topics or skills, explanatory information about the content, and exemplar assessment tasks are 
provided in this series of books. Included in the Resources section of this book are the following: 

3.1  Information from the CAPS on cognitive levels of question types

CAPS requires that questions be set at a range of cognitive levels. Resource 5 provides relevant information about 
these levels.

3.2  An exemplar test and memorandum for Term 1

An exemplar test for Term 1 (Task 3) is provided (Resource 6), together with a memorandum (Resource 7). 

3.3  Exemplar examination papers, memoranda and analysis of cognitive levels

Exemplar examination Paper 2 and Paper 3 are provided for Term 2 (Resource 8 and 11 respectively).  
Accompanying these are the marking guidelines for Paper 2 (Resource 9) and an analysis of levels of questions in 
certain sections of this paper (Resource 10). 

 These resources support curriculum coverage by: 
• providing assessment tasks that are fully CAPS compliant, and which have been approved by district advisers 

(this ensures that learners will be assessed at the correct standard); 
• providing a correct set of marking guidelines so that learners’ work will be marked to the same standard 

across different markers; and
• supporting teachers’ ability to work with the levels of questions required by the CAPS by providing the 

detailed analysis of the levels of questions asked in the examination (this strengthens their ability to set 
assessment tasks that comply with the weighting of cognitive levels themselves in future).

You can photocopy and use the exemplar test and examination papers, for formal or informal assessment, or 
adapt them in ways that make them more useful to you. 

3.4 Broad guidelines for teaching EFAL

There are several components that need to be taught in EFAL. Resource 13 provides some broad guidelines for 
each of these, as well as some guidance for homework. 

4. Templates for tracking, reflecting and reporting for collaborative problem solving

Planning is one activity on the curriculum support cycle (Figure 1), and you have seen how the material in this 
book supports teachers with planning. The templates provided in Section C are tools to assist teachers with other 
aspects of the cycle. There is a template to use in conventional schools, and one for use in multigrade schools. 
Teachers should print a copy of the relevant template for each week of the term and use it together with the 
teaching plan for that week. This teaching plan could be the planner for their LTSM in this book or the ATP or 
another daily planning resource. They record curriculum coverage information and their reflection on it for all the 
EFAL lessons with each class they teach in the week. 

The template for conventional schools is reproduced on the following page, with annotations that show how it is 
used as a tool for curriculum coverage support. The template for multigrade schools works in the same way. 

Note that dates are not given in the tracking and reflecting template. Teachers should fill two dates into the spaces 
at the top of the template. Firstly, they should record the week in the planner when the work they are doing is 
scheduled to be done; secondly, they should record the week when they in fact are starting that work. These dates 
will help them see how well they are keeping up with the pace set in the planner they are following. 
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Week no. in planner ________________ 

Week no. in term when work planned for week started ________________ 

Refer to the planner for details of the week’s work (or the ATP for subjects without 
planners)

Class (or subject for FP)

On track by end of week? (Yes/no)

How many learners are working 
confidently? (Rough estimate)

How many learners in this class?

DAY BRIEF NOTES ON THE DAY’S WORK: Consider such things as:
What concepts/skills did the learners struggle with or  

manage well in this lesson? What could be the reasons for this?  
Did the class complete the work you had planned? Do you need to  

change your plans for the next lesson? What changes will you make?

1

2

3

4

5

Reflection on the week: 

What concepts and skills for the week  
did learners struggle with?  

What could you do differently next time  
to support or extend learning better?  
What good practice could you share? 

Did you cover the curriculum  
for the week? If not, what were some 
of the challenges? What can you do to 

catch up? What help do you need?  
How will your progress this week 
affect your plan for next week? 

DH: Date:

This is the no. of the week in the 
planner that is being followed.

This is the no. of the week in the term when the work 
actually starts. If curriculum coverage is behind, this 
might be a later week than the week in the planner.

At the end of the week, the teacher uses evidence from informal and 
formal assessment, to estimate for each class how many learners out 
of the total are working confidently at Level 4 or above. They use this 
information, together with the amount of work planned that they have 
taught, to state whether or not their curriculum coverage is on track. 

Prompts for daily reflection.

Each day, the teacher reflects on how their lesson went, and how they could improve it using 
the prompts provided. They also think about whether or not they can proceed as planned in 
the next lesson. This is a professional judgement they make based on informal and formal 
assessment. They note the main points here. 

At the end of the week, the teacher 
reflects on the week’s teaching and 

learning. They think about what 
learners found difficult, and how 
they can change their practice so 

learning improves. 

At the end of the week, the teacher considers 
whether or not the work planned for the week 
has been taught and learnt, and if not, what can 
be done to solve curriculum coverage problems 
and get back on track. 

The teacher writes their reflections here for their own professional 
development, but also to share them with their DH to get support 
in solving problems. 

At the end of the week, the DH reads the teacher’s reflections and record of curriculum coverage and signs the 
template. S/he uses the information shared in a supportive conversation with the teacher. Together they consider 
the curriculum coverage problems the teacher faces and work towards finding solutions. 
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1.1 Clever English First Additional Language (Macmillan)

Note: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures and 
Conventions. 
Extra resources: (i) A roll of toilet paper for Day 1 Activity 1; (ii) Examples of different kinds of books. Note homework tasks.

CLEVER ENGLISH   Week 1 – Theme: Breaking the ice
Day CAPS content and activities LB pp. & 

activity no.
TG pp. CR/ 

literature text
Homework

1 L&S: Write facts about self on sheets of 
toilet paper; read these to the class; listen to 
classmates’ facts; summarise facts about six 
classmates in a friendship circle (share ideas 
and experiences); p. 76

2
Activity 1

2 Browse LB to become 
familiar with it

2 L&S: Listen and take notes while teacher 
reads a poem; use notes to answer 
questions on the poem; discuss and mark 
answers; p. 76

3
Activity 2

3-5 Prepare for group 
discussion 

LB p. 4

3 L&S: Participate in a group discussion and 
agree on ideas to report to class; report to 
class; p. 76

4
Activity 3

5-6 Read about parts  
of a book 
LB pp. 4-5

4 R&V: Identify parts of a book and answer 
Act. 4 (45 mins); read about and discuss 
features of a novel to prepare for reading 
an extract from a novel (15 mins); p. 76

4-5
Activity 4

5-6

6-7
7-8

Do activity about a 
glossary
LB p. 13

Extra Activity 2

5 Mark and discuss homework (10 mins); 
R&V: Read an extract from a novel; write 
answers to questions on setting, characters, 
plot and language use including figurative 
language (50 mins); p. 76

6-7
Act. 5

13
7-8

I leave the 
narrow path 
CR pp. 36-40

Read I leave the 
narrow path
CR pp. 36-40

Note: In both the Learner’s Book and Teacher’s Guide the term formal assessment is often used incorrectly. Only the tasks listed 
under TERM PLANNING are formal assessment tasks. 

CLEVER ENGLISH   Week 2 – Theme continued: Breaking the ice
Day CAPS content and activities LB pp. & 

activity no.
TG pp. CR/ 

literature text
Homework

1 R&V: Discuss features of short story 
I leave the narrow path, and answer 
teacher’s questions on it (40 mins); 
W&P: Prepare for writing a narrative 
essay by reading another short extract 
under the heading Tick the boxes and by 
writing headlines for it (20 mins); p. 76

8-10
Part of  
Act. 6

15-17 
9-10

I leave the 
narrow path 
CR pp. 36-40

W&P: Plan narrative 
essay

2 W&P: Write the first draft of a narrative 
essay; p. 76

8-9 
Act. 6

9-10 W&P: Revise the first 
draft of the essay

3 W&P: Write, edit and proof read the 
final version of the essay; 
Note: This narrative essay can be done 
for Term 1 Formal Assessment Task 2; 
p. 76

8-10 
Act. 6

9-10 
Rubric 

255

Read about rules of 
subject–verb agreement 

LB p. 10; and read 
about sentence 

construction LB p. 12 

4 LSC: Understand subject–verb 
agreement and identify and use adverbs 
of place and degree; p. 76

10-11 
Act. 7-8

11-12 LSC: Do activity to 
revise punctuation  
LB pp. 11-12 Act. 9

5 Mark and discuss homework (10 mins); 
R&V: Introduce the literature set work and 
begin reading it (50 mins)

Read literature set work 
as directed by teacher
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VIA AFRIKA   Week 9 – Theme: R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Day CAPS content and activities LB pp. & 

activity no.
TG pp. CR/ 

literature text
Homework

1 L&S: Listen and make notes on a story; 
share notes with a group and answer 
questions; p. 80

50-52 
Act. 1

67-68 Read about formal 
reports 

LB pp. 52-56 

2 R&V: Identify features of research done for 
an investigative report; identify features, 
format and language in an investigative 
report; answer questions; p. 80

52-57 
Act. 2

68-69 There’s 
somethin’ 

CR pp. 102-105

Read There’s somethin’ 
and answer the 

questions 
CR pp. 102-105

3 R&V: Discuss the message of the poem 
and answer questions on it; 
L&S: Perform the poem; p. 80

57-58 
Act. 3

There’s 
somethin’ 

CR pp. 102-105

Continue reading 
literature set work as 
directed by teacher

4 Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
L&S: Make notes on presentation made 
by a group (45 mins); p. 80

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work as 
directed by teacher

5 W&P: Begin preparations for writing an 
investigative report by understanding 
how to find information for the report and 
understand format and language use in 
such reports; p. 80

58-60 
Act. 4 
Task 1

70-71 
CD

Draw up questions and 
do interviews for Act. 4 

next week 
LB p. 60

VIA AFRIKA   Week 10 – Theme continued: R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Day CAPS content and activities LB pp. & 

activity no.
TG pp. CR/ 

literature text
Homework

1 W&P: Analyse interview findings, plan 
investigative report and begin writing 
first draft; p. 80

60 
Act. 4 

Tasks 2-4

70-71 Complete first draft of 
report

2 W&P: Revise first draft, edit and write 
final version of investigative report;  
p. 80

60 
Act. 4 
Task 5

70-71
Rubric 

71

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work as 
directed by teacher

3 Discuss literature set work and do activities 
as directed by teacher 

Revise for term test

4 LSC: Read a poem and answer language 
questions on it in preparation for term test

60-61 
Act. 5

72 Revise for term test

5 Term 1 Formal Assessment 
Task 3: Comprehension and Language 
Test

62-63 72-73



2. PLANNERS FOR TERM 2
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2.1  Clever English First Additional Language (Macmillan) 

Note 1: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures 
and Conventions. 
Note 2: Please note the homework task for each day.

CLEVER ENGLISH    Week 1    Theme: Just do it
Day CAPS content and activities LB

pp.
TG
pp.

CR/
literature text

Homework

1 Listen to your feedback on Term 1 Test (20 mins); 
L&S: Listen to directions, make notes, answer 
questions; discuss and mark answers (35 mins); 
R&V: Listen to your introduction to literature set 
work for term (5 mins); p. 81

76-77
Act. 1

70-72 Literature set 
work

Begin reading 
literature set 

work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); read a 
map and give directions to a partner (30 mins); 
LSC: Read about using imperatives in instructions 
and do Act. 3, questions 1 to 4; p. 81

77-78
Act. 2
78-79
Act. 3

72-73
73

Literature set 
work

Practise your 
news report to 

present to a 
partner

3 L&S: Present news report with instructions to a 
partner and assess each other (10 mins); 
R&V: Read the first part of a story intensively, 
answer questions 1 to 5, discuss and mark 
answers (40 mins); make a mind map to use for 
writing a summary of the story (10 mins); p. 81

79
Act. 3
79-81

Acts. 4 and 5
81

Act. 5

73
73-74

74

Use the mind 
map to write a 
summary of the 

story

4 Discuss and mark summary (10 mins); 
R&V/L&S: Read the next part of a story and 
discuss questions on it with a partner and with 
your class (40 mins); listen to your introduction 
to next part of your literature set work (10 mins); 
p. 81

81
81-82
Act. 6

74
74-75

Literature set 
work

Continue 
reading 

literature set 
work

5 Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
R&V: Read a drawing, and discuss the story it 
tells (10 mins); 
R&V: Learn about the internal and external 
structures of poems; read a poem, and discuss 
its structure and the punctuation used in it  
(30 mins); p. 81

82
82

75
75

Literature set 
work

Continue 
reading 

literature set 
work

Note: If your class does not have copies of the Clever English Core Reader, use Day 3 for class work on the literature set work.

CLEVER ENGLISH    Week 2    Theme continued: Just do it
Day CAPS content and activities LB

pp.
TG
pp.

CR/
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (5 mins); discuss 
answers to questions 4-14 in Act. 7 (40 mins);
W&P: Brainstorm ideas for party venue; prepare 
mind map to organise directions to it (15 mins); 
p. 81

83-84
Act. 7
84-85
Act. 8

75-76
76-77

Literature set 
work

LB p. 85
Write first draft 
of directions to 

party venue

2 W&P: Revise and edit first draft of directions; 
write and proofread final version (60 mins); p. 81

84-85
Act. 8

76-77 Literature set 
work

Continue 
reading 

literature set 
work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
read and discuss a poem; answer questions on 
its structure, tone and message (50 mins); p. 81

79 You can’t 
be that CR 
pp. 72-73 
questions 
pp. 80-81

Continue 
reading 

literature set 
work
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2.5  Spot On English First Additional Language (Heinemann)

Note 1: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures 
and Conventions.
Note 2: If your class does not have copies of the Spot On Core Reader, give homework on the literature set work on Day 3 and 
discuss it on Day 4. 
Note 3: Please note the homework task for each day.

SPOT ON    Week 1    Theme: Get cooking!
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 Listen to your feedback on Term 1 Test (20 mins); 
L&S: Understand the difference between 
instructions and directions; listen to 
instructions, and answer questions on them  
(35 mins); p. 81
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1
R&V: Listen to your introduction to literature set 
work (5 mins)

62
Act. 1.1

115-116 Literature set 
work

Begin reading 
literature set work

2 L&S: Make an unprepared speech to the class 
(60 mins); p. 81
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1

63
Act. 2.2

118 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 L&S: Learn about and practise giving directions 
(25 mins);
LSC: Learn about, identify and use conjunctions 
(30 mins); p. 81
R&V: Listen to your introduction to poem Portrait 
of a loaf of bread (5 mins)

63
Act. 2.1
64-65

Act. 3.1  
Act. 3.2

117
119

Portrait of a 
loaf of bread 
CR pp. 80-82 

Read Portrait of 
a loaf of bread & 

think of answers to 
questions on p. 82

4 R&V: Discuss answers to questions on poem  
(20 mins); 
LSC: Learn about and identify sentence types 
(20 mins); 
LSC/W&P: Learn about, write and discuss topic 
sentences (20 mins); p. 81

65-66
Act. 3.3

66
Act. 3.4

303-304
120
120

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
LSC: Learn a spelling pattern, and write a 
dictation using words with this spelling pattern 
(25 mins); 
R&V: Use pre-reading strategies to answer 
questions on an information text with visuals, 
and discuss these with a group (25 mins); p. 81

67
Act. 4
68-69

Act. 5.1

121
122

LB pp. 68-69  
R&V: Write 
answers to  
Act. 5.2 on 

reading a visual 
text
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SPOT ON    Week 2    Theme continued: Get cooking!
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to homework 
tasks (10-15 mins); answer comprehension 
questions on a visual text, and mark and 
discuss answers (45-50 mins); p. 81

68-69
Act. 5.2
68-69

Act. 5.3

123
123

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); read 
and answer questions on a cartoon (30 mins); 
summarise content of the cartoon in a mind 
map (20 mins); p. 81

70
Act. 6.1  
Act. 6.2

70
Act. 6.3

125-126
126 mind 

map on 127

LB p. 70  
Complete mind 
map summary

3 R&V: Discuss and mark mind maps (15 mins); 
W&P: Learn about writing instructions and 
directions; plan and begin writing first draft of 
instructions or directions (45 mins); p. 81

71
Act. 7.1

128 LB p. 71
W&P: Complete 

writing first draft 
of instructions or 

directions

4 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version of directions or 
instructions (60 mins); p. 81

71
Act. 7.1

128
Rubric 290

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
L&S: Listen to a text, take notes, and answer 
questions on it (45 mins); p. 81

72
Revision 

Act. 6

129-130 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note: If your class does not have copies of the Spot On Core Reader, give homework on the literature set work on Day 4, and 
discuss it on Day 5. 

SPOT ON    Week 3    Theme: Branding South Africa
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); read 
a television forum discussion, and answer 
questions on it (50 mins); p. 82

74-75
Act. 1.1

133 LB pp. 74-75
Complete answers 

to Act. 1.1

2 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to Act. 1.1  
(20 mins); learn about figurative language in 
poetry; read a poem, and answer questions 
on its features (40 mins); p. 82

76-77
Act. 2.1

134 LB pp. 76-77 
Complete answers 

to Act. 2.1

3 R&V: Discuss and mark Act. 2.1 (20 mins); 
read bar charts in preparation for a forum 
discussion (10 mins); 
L&S: learn about roles in a forum discussion; in 
a group, plan a forum discussion to present to 
the class (30 mins); p. 82

78
Act. 3.1

78
79

Act. 3.2

134
135
135

LB p. 79 Complete 
preparations for 

role in forum 
discussion

4 L&S: In groups, present forum discussion  
to class (50 mins)
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1
R&V: Listen to your explanation of 
onomatopoeia and introduction to the poem 
Firebowl, CR pp. 92-94 (10 mins); p. 82

79
Act. 3.2

135-136 Firebowl  
CR pp. 92-94 

Read Firebowl and 
think about how to 
answer questions 

on the poem

5 R&V: Discuss questions on Firebowl (30 mins); 
L&S: Organise a class debate (10 mins);  
R&V: Skim and scan a visual text and answer 
questions (20 mins); p. 82

79
Act. 3.3

80
Act. 4.1

306
136

LB p. 79
Prepare for role 
as speaker, chair-
person, judge or 
floor member in 

class debate
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SPOT ON    Week 4    Theme continued: Branding South Africa
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 L&S: Participate in a class debate (45 mins); 
R&V: Begin answering comprehension questions 
on a visual text (15 mins); p. 82

79
Act. 3.3

80
Act. 4.2

136-138 LB p. 80
Complete answers 

to Act. 4.2

2 R&V: Discuss & mark answers to Act. 4.2 (20 mins); 
W&P: Learn about dialogues; plan and begin 
writing first draft of a dialogue (40 mins); p. 82

80
Act. 4.2

81
Act. 5.1

139
140

LB p. 81
Complete first 

draft of dialogue

3 W&P: Revise and edit first draft of dialogue; 
write and proofread final version; p. 82

81
Act. 5.1

140 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins);  
LSC: Revise question forms, and write 
questions (20 mins); convert statements to 
questions (20 mins); p. 82

82
Act. 6.1

82
Act. 6.2

141
141

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); 
LSC: Learn about and use homophones and 
homonyms (40 mins); begin Revision Activity 7  
(10 mins); p. 82

83
Acts. 7.1  

& 7.2
84

142 LB p. 84
Complete Revision 

Activity 7

SPOT ON    Week 5    Theme: The chat room bully
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 LSC: Discuss and mark Revision Act. 7 (20 mins); 
L&S: Listen to a text, make notes and use 
these to answer questions about the text  
(40 mins); p. 83

84
86

Act. 1.1  
Act. 1.2

143
145-146

LB p. 86 Act. 1.3
Write some advice

2 W&P: Discuss advice written for homework  
(10 mins); 
L&S: Learn about interviewing; plan an 
interview with a partner (20 mins);  
LSC: Revise active and passive voice, and use 
them correctly (30 mins); p. 83

86
Act. 1.3

87
Act. 2.1
88-89

Act. 3.1

146
147
148

LB p. 87
L&S: Do research 
in preparation for 

interview

3 L&S: Complete preparation for interview  
(30 mins) in pairs, and present interview to 
two other pairs (30 mins); p. 83

87
Act. 2.1

147 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
R&V: Understand the elements of a play;  
read an extract from a play, and begin to 
answer questions on it (45 mins); p. 83

90
Act. 4.1

149-150 LB pp. 90-91
Complete answers 

to questions on 
extract from play

5 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to questions 
on characters, stage directions, language 
and punctuation in the extract from a play 
(40 mins); 
LSC: Understand and use word order 
correctly (20 mins); p. 83

88
Act. 3.2

148 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

SPOT ON    Week 6    Theme continued: The chat room bully
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
R&V/LSC: Read an interview text intensively,  
and answer comprehension and language 
questions on it (45 mins); p. 83

92-93
Act. 5.1

151 LB pp. 92-93 
Complete answers 

to Act. 5.1
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Day CAPS content and activities LB 
pp.

TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

2 R&V/LSC: Discuss and mark comprehension and 
language questions (30 mins); 
W&P: Plan an interview, draw up interview 
questions, and imagine the interviewee’s 
responses (30 mins); p. 83

92-93
Act. 5.1

94
Act. 6.1

151-152
153-154

LB p. 94
Act. 6.1

W&P: Write first 
draft of interview

3 W&P: Revise and edit first draft of interview, 
and write and proofread final version (60 mins); 
p. 83
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

94
Act 6.1

153-154 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
LSC: Learn about and identify euphemisms  
(30 mins); 
LSC/R&V: Comment on euphemism and 
figurative language in a cartoon (15 mins); p. 83

95
Act. 7.1

95
Act. 7.2

155
155

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); 
LSC: Identify and use active and passive voice 
in sentences (35 mins); identify grammatical 
errors in sentences, and correct each sentence 
(15 mins); p. 83

96
Revision 
Activity 8

156
156

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note 1: Much of this week’s homework requires learners to read the play Daddy comes tonight from the Spot On Core Reader.  
If your class does not have this reader, then continue reading and discussing the literature set work for the term. 
Note 2: Although the book review can be written for Term 2, Formal Assessment Task 2, it is probably better to choose the written 
interview in Week 6, so that you have time to mark and return it to learners before the mid-year examinations.

SPOT ON    Week 7    Theme: My 21st century family 
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
L&S: Listen to an article, take notes, and 
use them to answer questions (45 mins); 
p. 84

98
Act. 1.1 Act. 

1.2

158-159 LB p. 98
L&S: Complete 

answers to listening 
activity

2 L&S: Discuss and mark answers to listening 
activity (10 mins); learn about participating 
in group discussions, and take part in one 
(35 mins); 
R&V: Begin reading Daddy comes tonight,  
CR pp. 107-124 (15 mins); p. 84

99
Act. 2.1

160 CR  
pp. 107-124 

Daddy comes 
tonight

Begin reading 
Daddy comes 

tonight

3 R&V: Revise the types of narrators in 
stories, and apply pre-reading skills to an 
extract from a youth novel (30 mins); 
R&V/LSC: Read the extract carefully, and 
begin to answer comprehension and 
language questions on it (30 mins); p. 84

100
Act. 3.1
101-102

161
161

CR  
pp. 107-124 

Daddy comes 
tonight

Continue reading 
Daddy comes 

tonight

4 R&V: Complete answers to questions, and 
discuss and mark these answers (30 mins); 
W&P: Learn about writing book reviews; 
plan a book review, and begin writing first 
draft (30 mins); p. 84

101-102
103

161
163

Rubric 290

LB p. 103
W&P: Complete 

first draft of book 
review

5 W&P: Revise and edit first draft of book 
review; write and proofread final version 
(60 mins); p. 84
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

103 163
Rubric 290

CR  
pp. 107-124 

Daddy comes 
tonight

Complete reading 
Daddy comes 

tonight; prepare to 
answer the Activity 

questions on 
pp. 123-124
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Note 1: It is important to allocate time this week to the discussion of the structure of the examination papers, completion of the 
literature set work and revision of language work for the term.
Note 2: If your class does not have the Spot On Core Reader, then continue reading and discussing the literature set work for the 
term, or do some language revision work on Days 2 and 3. 

SPOT ON    Week 8    Theme continued: My 21st century family
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss Daddy comes tonight, 
and answer the Activity questions on 
pp. 123-124 (40 mins); 
LSC: Understand and use 
abbreviations (20 mins); p. 84

104
Act. 5.1

309
164

CR pp. 107-124 
Daddy comes 

tonight
Literature set 

work

Continue reading literature 
set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work  
(10 mins); LSC: Understand and use 
acronyms (20 mins); understand and 
use prefixes and suffixes (25 mins); 
R&V: Listen to your introduction to 
folktale The song of the tree,  
CR pp. 18-21 (5 mins); p. 84

105
Act. 5.2

106
Act. 6.1

165
166

The song of 
the tree  

CR pp. 18-21

Read The song of the tree 
and prepare to answer the 

questions on p. 21

3 R&V: Discuss folktale The song of the 
tree and the questions on this story 
(30 mins); 
LSC: Learn about proverbs, and 
understand their meanings  
(30 mins); p. 84

107
Act. 7.1

295-296
167

Literature set 
work

Complete reading of 
literature set work

4 R&V: Final discussion of literature set 
work (20 mins); 
LSC: Do Revision Act. 9 and discuss 
answers (40 mins)

108 168 Read and think about how 
to answer the practice 
examination papers on  

LB pp. 217-222 

5 Discuss the structure of mid-year 
examination papers 2 and 3; work 
through the example of Paper 2 on 
pp. 217-222

217-222 Prepare for mid-year 
examinations

SPOT ON    Week 9    Catch up, consolidation and revision: Plan your week
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5
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SPOT ON    Week 10    Mid-year examinations: Plan your week
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5
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2.6  Successful English First Additional Language (Oxford University 
Press)

Note 1: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures 
and Conventions.
Note 2: There is an error at the bottom of p. 101 in the Learner’s Book. Instruction 2 should read ‘Join the simple sentences with the 
conjunctions given in brackets in order to make compound or complex sentences. When learners use subordinating conjunctions 
such as ‘because’, they are writing complex sentences. Only the co-ordinating conjunctions ‘and’ and ‘but’ are used for writing 
compound sentences.
Note 3: Please note the homework task for each day.

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 1    Theme: Getting there
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 Listen to your feedback on Term 1 Test  
(20 mins); 
L&S: With a partner, give and respond to 
instructions (5 mins); listen to instructions, 
take notes, and use them to answer 
questions (35 mins); p. 81

94
94-95
Act. 1

72
72-73
164

LB p. 95 Act. 1 
Complete answers 

to questions

2 L&S: Discuss and mark homework (10 mins); 
LSC: Learn about and identify comparative 
and superlative adjectives (20 mins); R&V: 
Learn how to read an information text with 
visuals (map); begin to answer questions 
1(a)-(i) (30 mins); p. 81

96
Act. 2
97-99
Act. 3

73
73-74

LB pp. 97-99 
Complete answers 

to questions 
1(a)-(i)

3 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to  
Question 1 (15 mins); in groups, discuss answers 
to Question 2 (15 mins);  
R&V/W&P: Write a point form summary of 
the information on the map (25 mins);  
R&V: Listen to your introduction to literature set 
work (5 mins); p. 81

97-99
Act. 3

73-74
74

Literature set 
work

Begin reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
LSC: Revise noun clauses, adjectival clauses 
and adverbial clauses, and identify examples 
in a text (20 mins);  
learn about co-ordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions, and use them to join sentences 
(30 mins); p. 81

100
Act. 4

100-102
Act. 5

74
74

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); 
 learn about figures of speech and imagery, 
sound devices, rhyme and rhythm in a poem; 
read a poem, and begin to answer questions 
on it (50 mins); p. 81

102-104
Act. 6

75 LB. 103-104
Complete answers 

to questions on 
poem
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Note: If your class does not have the Successful English Literature Anthology Core Reader, on Day 1 continue reading and 
discussing the literature set work for the term.

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 2    Theme continued: Getting there
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to questions 
on poem (15 mins); learn about punctuation 
in poetry, read another poem, and answer 
questions on punctuation, structure, rhythm 
and message (35 mins); 
W&P: With a partner, discuss ideas for writing a 
short poem (10 mins); p. 81

102-104 75 Chameleon 
CR pp. 59-61 

Write a short poem 
about the way an 

animal moves

2 W&P: In groups read poems to each other  
(5 mins); 
LSC: Revise pronouns, and use them 
correctly (25 mins); learn spelling patterns, 
and spell words correctly (25 mins); listen to 
instructions for homework tasks (5 mins); p. 81

104-105
Act. 7

105-106
Act. 8–9

76

76

LB p. 106 Correct 
punctuation and 

spelling errors in a 
text

3 L&S: In pairs, role play asking for and giving 
directions; present role play to the class  
(60 mins); p. 81
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1

106-107
Act. 10

76-77 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
W&P: Learn how to write directions; plan and 
begin to write first draft of directions  
(45 mins); p. 81

107-110
Act. 11

77 LB pp. 108-110 
W&P: Complete 

first draft of 
directions

5 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version (60 mins); p. 81

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 3    Theme: Language helps to overcome barriers
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 L&S: Participate in a class discussion (5-10 mins); 
R&V: Learn about features of a television 
play script; read an extract from a script, and 
answer questions on it (50-55 mins); p. 82

112
112-114
Act. 1

79
79

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); LSC: 
Revise and use homophones and homonyms  
(25 mins);  
L&S: Learn how to participate in a forum 
discussion; organise roles, and decide on how 
to collect information for the discussion  
(25 mins); p. 82

114-115
Act. 2

115-117
Act. 3

80
80

LB p. 116
Find information 
to use in forum 

discussion

3 L&S: Present panel discussion to class (60 mins); 
p. 82
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1

115-117
Act. 3

80 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
LSC: Revise and use direct and indirect speech 
(35 mins); write questions in direct speech  
(15 mins); p. 82

117-118
Act. 4
119

Act. 5

81
81

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work

5 R&V: Read a comic strip, and answer questions 
on it (50 mins); 
LSC: Practise using verb tenses and concord 
correctly (10 mins); p. 82

119-120
Act. 6

120-121
Act. 7

81-82
82

LB pp. 120-121 
Act. 7 Complete 

sentences on 
verb tenses and 

concord
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SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 4     
Theme continued: Language helps to overcome barriers

Day CAPS content and activities LB 
pp.

TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 LSC: Discuss and mark homework on tenses 
and concord (10 mins);  
W&P: Learn how to write a dialogue; plan a 
dialogue, and begin writing first draft  
(50 mins); p. 82

120-121
121-123
Act. 8

82
82

LB pp. 121-122 W&P: 
Complete first draft 

of dialogue

2 W&P: Revise and edit first draft with a 
partner; write and proofread final version 
(60 mins); p. 82

121-123
Act. 8

82 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); 
LSC: Revise and use question forms  
(15 mins); 
L&S: Learn how to participate in a debate; 
work in a team to prepare for a debate  
(35 mins); p. 82

123
Act. 9

124-125
Act. 10

82
83

LB pp. 124-
125 Complete 

preparations for role 
in debate

4 L&S: In teams of seven, present debate to 
class (60 mins); p. 82

124-125
Act. 10

83 LB p. 126  
Act. 11 LSC: Practise 
writing sentences in 

negative form

5 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (15 mins);
R&V: Read a poem, and discuss answers 
to questions on it with a partner (45 mins); 
p. 82

126
Act. 11
127-128
Act. 12

83
84

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note: If your class does not have the Successful English Literature Anthology Core Reader, for Day 5 homework continue reading 
and discussing the literature set work for the term.

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 5    Theme: Questions and answers
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); learn 
about key features of drama;  
read two scenes from a play;  
answer questions on these (50 mins); p. 83

130-132
Act. 1

86 LB p. 133  
LSC: Revise 

question forms 
and word order 

and answer Act. 2

2 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (10 mins); 
L&S: Listen to a text, make notes, and use 
these to answer listening comprehension 
questions (50 mins); p. 83

133
Act. 2

134-135
Act. 3

87
87-88
164

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
L&S: Learn about features of interviews;  
with a partner, plan how to conduct an 
interview, practise doing so, and present to 
two other pairs (50 mins); p. 83

136-137
Act. 5

88 LB p. 135  
Act. 4 LSC: Identify 
and use adverbs 

of place and 
frequency

4 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (5 mins); 
L&S/LSC: Discuss style and register in an 
interview (15 mins); 
LSC: Learn about mood, and practise using 
different moods (40 mins); p. 83

135
Act. 4
137

Act. 6
137-139
Act. 7

88
88-89

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); 
revise key features of poetry; read a poem, and 
answer questions on it (45 mins); p. 83
R&V: Listen to your introduction to homework 
poetry activity (5 mins)

89 I wish I could 
sing 

CR pp. 65-67 

Read I wish I 
could sing, and 
think about how 

to answer the 
questions on p. 67
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Note: It is not necessary for learners to write an interview with one of the sports stars in the photographs on p. 146 of the Learner’s 
Book. They could choose any sports star whom they know about. 

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 6    Theme continued: Questions and answers
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss the poem I wish I could sing and 
answer questions on it (15 mins); 
LSC: Understand and identify literal and 
figurative language and euphemisms (15 mins); 
R&V: Skim, scan and read an interview in 
depth; begin to answer questions on it  
(30 mins); p. 83

141-142
Act. 9

142-144
Act. 10

172
90

90-91

CR pp. 65-67 LB pp. 142-144 
Act. 10

Complete answers 
to questions on 

interview

2 R&V: Discuss and mark homework (20 mins); 
LSC: Revise active and passive voice, and use 
them correctly (40 mins); p. 83

144-145
Act. 11 Act. 

12

91 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
W&P: Plan to write an interview with a sports 
star, and begin writing first draft (45 mins); 
p. 83

146-147
Act. 13

91-92 LB pp. 146-17 
W&P:

Complete first 
draft of interview

4 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version (60 mins); p. 83
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

146-147
Act. 13

91-92 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
LSC: Learn about puns; find and explain puns 
in texts (40 mins); p. 83

147-148
Act. 14

92 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note: If your class does not have the Successful English Literature Anthology Core Reader, for Day 5 homework continue reading 
and discussing the literature set work for the term.

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 7    Theme: Words of advice
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Do pre-reading activities to prepare for 
reading a short story (20 mins);  
read a short story; discuss answers to 
Question 1 in a group (40 mins); p. 84

150-153
Act. 1

94-95 LB pp. 151-152 R&V: 
Write answers to 

Question 2

2 R&V: Discuss and mark homework (15 mins); 
L&S: Listen to a newspaper article, make 
notes, and use these to answer questions  
(45 mins); p. 84
Note: This can be done for Term 2 Formal 
Assessment Task 1

150-153
153-154
Act. 2

94-95
95

165

LB p. 154
Act. 3

LSC: Learn about 
and identify 

acronyms

3 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (5-10 mins); 
L&S: Participate in a group discussion, and 
aim to reach consensus on the topic (30 mins); 
LSC: Practise identifying subject and 
predicate (20 mins); p. 84

154
Act. 3

154-155
Act. 4

155-156
Act. 5

96
96

96-97

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
LSC: Revise subject-verb agreement, and 
write sentences correctly (20 mins); R&V:  
Read a poem, and discuss answers to 
questions 1(a)-(g) in a group (25 mins); p. 84

156-157
Act. 6

157-159
Act. 7

97
97-98

LB pp. 158-159 Act. 
7 Write answers to 
questions 2(a)-(f)

5 R&V: Write answers to questions 2(g)-(l)  
(25 mins); discuss answers to all questions on 
the poem (25 mins); listen to your introduction 
to short story In memorium (10 mins); p. 84

157-159
Act. 7

97-98
174

In memorium
CR pp. 88-92 

Read a short story, 
and think about 

how to answer the 
questions on p. 88
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Note 1: Although the book review can be written for Term 2, Formal Assessment Task 2, it is probably better to use the interview 
task in Week 6, so that you have time to mark and return it to learners before the mid-year examinations.
Note 2: In Sample Examination Paper 2 in the Learner’s Book there are literature questions on two texts. This does not have to be 
the case. For example, all the questions could be on one literature set work studied by the class or on one unseen poem. 

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 8    Theme continued: Words of advice
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss questions on a short story  
(20 mins); 
LSC: Revise main and dependent clauses, 
and identify sentence types;  
write sentences with main and dependent 
clauses (40 mins); p. 84

159-160
Act. 8
Act. 9

174
98

In memorium 
CR pp. 88-92 
Literature set 

work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
W&P: Learn about writing a review; plan and 
begin first draft of a review of a short story 
(45 mins); p. 84

161-162
Act. 10

98-99 LB p. 161
Act. 10 W&P: 

Complete first draft 
of story review

3 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version (60 mins); p. 84
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

161-162
Act. 10

98-99 Literature set 
work

Complete reading of 
literature set work

4 R&V: Final discussion of literature set work for 
Term 2 (25 mins); 
LSC: Learn more about prefixes and suffixes, 
add them to root words (20 mins);  
revise homonyms, paronyms, synonyms and 
antonyms (15 mins); p. 84

163-164
Act. 11

LB pp. 164-166 Act. 12
LSC: Do tasks 2 to 
5 on homonyms, 

paronyms, synonyms 
and antonyms

5 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (15-20 mins); 
discuss the structure of mid-year examination 
papers 2 and 3 using example papers in  
LB pp. 167-176 (45 mins)

167-176 Memo
179-180

Prepare for mid-year 
examination papers

SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 9     
Catch up, consolidation and revision: Plan your week

Day CAPS content and activities LB 
pp.

TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5
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SUCCESSFUL ENGLISH    Week 10    Mid-year examinations: Plan your week
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5
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2.7 Top Class English First Additional Language (Shuter & Shooter)

Note 1: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures 
and Conventions.
Note 2: If your class does not have the Top Class Core Reader, for Day 5 homework continue reading and discussing the literature 
set work for the term.
Note 3: Please note the homework task for each day.

TOP CLASS    Week 1    Theme: Proud to be South African
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 Listen to your feedback on Term 1 Test (20 mins); 
L&S: Listen to instructions, take notes, and use 
notes to answer questions; discuss and mark 
answers (35 mins); p. 81
R&V: Listen to your introduction to literature set 
work (5 mins)

67-68
Act. A
Act. B

45-46
47

Literature set 
work

Begin reading 
literature set work

2 L&S: Work with a partner, and give each other 
instructions for drawing the SA flag (30 mins); 
display flag to class (5 mins); 
R&V: Read a visual text (coat of arms); identify 
symbols on it; read information about it; 
begin adding notes to explain symbols  
(25 mins); p. 81

68
Act. C

69
Act. D

47 R&V: 
Complete notes on 

symbols LB p. 69

3 R&V: Discuss and mark notes on symbols  
(15 mins); 
R&V: Read a table, diagrams and paragraphs 
about SA languages, and answer questions  
(45 mins); p. 81

70-72
Act. E

47-48 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
LSC: Learn how to compare and contrast;  
use comparative and superlative adjectives to 
make comparisons (35 mins);  
learn about topic and supporting sentences; 
begin to identify topic and supporting 
sentences in a text (10 mins); p. 81

72
Act. F
72-73
Act. G

48
48

LB pp. 72-73 Act. G
Finish identifying 

topic and 
supporting 

sentences in an 
article

5 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (5-10 mins); 
R&V: Scan a poem for information (5 mins); 
read a poem and answer comprehension 
and language questions (5-13) on it (40 mins); 
listen to your introduction to a folktale story for 
homework (5 mins); p. 81

73-74
Act. H

48-49 Words as 
sweet as 

honey 
CR pp. 35-38 

Read Words as 
sweet as honey 
and think about 

how to answer the 
questions on p. 38

TOP CLASS    Week 2    Theme continued: Proud to be South African
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss folktale Words as sweet as honey 
and questions on it (40 mins);  
revise clauses, and write complex sentences 
with main and subordinate clauses (20 mins); 
p. 81

75
Act. I

49
50

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
W&P: Plan a celebration, and prepare the 
first draft of an invitation, which includes 
instructions and directions (40 mins); p. 81

75-77
Act. J
Act. K

50 LB p. 77
LSC: Use 

conjunctions to 
join sentences
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Day CAPS content and activities LB 
pp.

TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

3 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (5 mins); 
W&P: Revise and edit invitation;  
write and proofread final version (55 mins); 
p. 81

77
Act. L
75-77
Act. J 
Act. K 
Act. M
Act. N

50
50-51

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
LSC: Learn about and use verb phrases, noun 
phrases and pronouns (40 mins); p. 81

78-79
Act. O

51 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
LSC: Learn spelling of words ending in -cial 
and -tial; practise using conjunctions (40 
mins); p. 81

79
Act. P

79
Act. Q

51
51

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note: If your class does not have the Top Class Core Reader, for Day 5 classwork continue reading and discussing the literature set 
work for the term.

TOP CLASS    Week 3    Theme: Let’s talk about it
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 L&S: Learn about the role of a chairperson 
at a meeting; learn the meaning of 
consensus and how it can be reached  
(20 mins);  
hold a forum discussion (40 mins); p. 82

80
Act. A

81
Act. B

52
52

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);
LSC/L&S: Practise forming questions and 
using question tags (20 mins); 
R&V: Scan a cartoon strip for particular 
information (5 mins);  
read cartoon strip intensively, and begin 
answering questions on it (20 mins); p. 82

81-82
Act. C
82-83
Act. D

52
53-54

LB pp. 83-84  
Act. D R&V: 

Complete answers 
to questions 3-10

3 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to homework 
tasks (20 mins); read an emotive image, and 
answer questions about it (15 mins);  
scan the transcript of a radio panel 
discussion to find particular information 
(10 mins); 
R&V/LSC: find examples of manipulative 
techniques used by speakers (Question 3)  
(15 mins); p. 82

84-85
Act. E
85-87
Act. F
85-86
Act. F

53-54
54
55
55

LB p. 87 Answer 
questions 4-5

4 R&V: Discuss & mark answers to questions 4-5 
(10 mins); 
L&S: In a small group, discuss views on 
genetic modification (25 mins); 
W&P: Write views on GM crops, and 
exchange these with a partner (25 mins); 
p. 82

87
Act. F

87
Act. F

55
55
55

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
read a folktale, and discuss questions on it 
(45 mins); p. 82

56 How the birds 
and the insects 

fell out 
CR pp. 39-41
Literature set 

work

Continue reading 
literature set work
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TOP CLASS    Week 4    Theme continued: Let’s talk about it
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
read a poem, and answer questions on 
structure, figures of speech and mood  
(45 mins); p. 82

88-89
Act. G

55-56 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 L&S: Learn about rules of debating;  
prepare for and hold a class debate (60 mins); 
p. 82

89
Act. H

56 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
W&P: Plan a dialogue, and begin writing first 
draft (45 mins); p. 82

90
Act. I

57 LB p. 90 W&P: 
Complete first 

draft of dialogue

4 W&P: Revise and edit first draft with a 
partner;  
write and proofread final version of dialogue 
(60 mins); p. 82

90
Act. I

57 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
LSC: Revise direct and indirect speech, and 
use both correctly (30 mins);  
understand and practise using subject-verb 
agreement (15 mins); p. 82

91
Act. J

91
Act. K

57
57

LB p. 92
Write answers 
to Act. L on a 

spelling rule and 
Act. M on homo-

phones

Note 1: The interview notes that learners make during Week 5 will be used for a writing activity in Week 6.
Note 2: If your class does not have the Top Class Core Reader, for Day 4 homework and Day 5 classwork continue reading and 
discussing the literature set work for the term.

TOP CLASS    Week 5    Theme: Women we admire
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 LSC: Discuss and mark homework on a 
spelling rule and homophones (10 mins); 
L&S: Listen to an extract from an 
interview, make notes, and use them 
to answer listening comprehension 
questions (50 mins); p. 83
Note: This can be done for Term 2, 
Formal Assessment Task 1

92
93-94
Act. A

58
59-60

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
L&S: Learn about interviewing; plan 
interview questions (30 mins); 
LSC: Learn some abbreviations to use in 
note making during interview (10 mins); 
p. 83

94-95
Act. B

95
Act. C

61
61

LB. pp. 93-94 L&S: 
Conduct an interview 

and make notes

3 R&V: Understand features of a play; 
read an extract from a play, and answer 
questions on setting, characters, theme 
and conflict (60 mins); p. 83

96-99
Act. D

61-62 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
read the rest of the interview, and 
answer questions on it (40 mins);  
listen to your introduction to folktale 
(5 mins); p. 83

99-100
Act. F

62-63
63

The leper 
princess  

CR pp. 42-46 

Read The leper 
princess and think 

about how to answer 
the questions on p. 46

5 R&V: Discuss The leper princess and 
questions on theme and message 
(60 mins); p. 83

63 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work



TOP CLASS    Week 6    Theme continued: Women we admire
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins):  
read a poem, and answer questions on 
figures of speech, theme and message  
(45 mins); p. 83

101-102
Act. G

63 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 W&P: Learn how to write an interview;  
plan the written interview and begin writing 
first draft (60 mins); p. 83

103
Act. H

64 LB p. 103
W&P: Complete 

first draft of 
interview

3 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version of the interview  
(60 mins); p. 83
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

103
Act. H

64 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
LSC: Practise structuring sentences correctly 
(20 mins);  
learn about euphemisms, and match them to 
more direct expressions (20 mins); p. 83

103
Act. I
104

Act. J

64
64

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 LSC: Revise and use adverbs of frequency and 
place (15 mins);  
learn about the mood of the verb, and 
identify mood in sentences (20 mins);  
learn about puns, and identify different 
meanings of puns (15 mins);  
practise identifying the meanings of 
euphemisms (10 mins); p. 83

104
Act. K

104
Act. L
105

Act. M
105

Act. N

64-65
65
65
66

LB pp. 104-105 
Complete for 

homework any parts 
of Acts. J-N not 

completed in class

Note: If your class does not have the Top Class Core Reader, for Day 5 homework continue reading and discussing the literature set 
work for the term.

TOP CLASS    Week 7    Theme: Family matters
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 L&S/LSC: Learn vocabulary about families; 
learn about formal reports; listen to a report; 
make notes, and use these to answer questions 
(60 mins); p. 84

106
Act. A

67-68 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
L&S: Learn about language, style and register 
for group discussions; participate in a group 
discussion on families; reach consensus on 
qualities of happy families (45 mins); p. 84

107
Act. B

68-69 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V/LSC: Read an extract from a youth 
novel, and answer questions (a)-(h), including 
questions on synonyms, antonyms and 
paronyms (60 mins); p. 84

107-109
Act. C

69-71 LB p. 109 
Question (j) 

Write two diary 
entries

4 R&V/W&P: Read diary entries to a partner (5 mins); 
R&V: Learn about features of book reviews; 
read a book review, and answer questions on it 
(55 mins); p. 84

110-111
Act. D

71 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
read a poem, and answer questions on its 
structure and theme (45 mins); p. 84

111-112
Act. E

71-72 Distant 
relative 
CR p. 47 

Read the poem 
Distant relative, 
and think about 

how to answer the 
questions on it

Term 2 Top Class English  91
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Note 1: Although the book review can be written for Term 2, Formal Assessment Task 2, it is probably better to use the interview 
task in Week 6, so that you have time to mark and return it to learners before the mid-year examinations.
Note 2: If your class does not have the Top Class Core Reader, for Days 3 and 4 homework give learners some revision activities to 
do in preparation for the mid-year examinations.

TOP CLASS    Week 8    Theme continued: Family matters
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss the poem Distant relative and  
the questions on literal and figurative 
meanings on CR p. 48 (30 mins); 
W&P: Plan a book review, and begin writing 
first draft (30 mins); p. 84

112
Act. F

73
74

LB p. 112
W&P: Complete 

first draft of book 
review

2 W&P: Revise and edit first draft of book 
review; write and proofread final version  
(60 mins); p. 84
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

112
Act. F

74 Literature set 
work

Complete reading 
of literature set 

work

3 R&V: Final discussion of literature set work  
(30 mins); 
LSC: Revise prefixes and suffixes, and 
identify and use them for vocabulary 
development (25 mins); 
R&V: Listen to your introduction to folktale in 
CR (5 mins); p. 84

112-113
Act. G

74
73

The nagging 
husband  

CR pp. 49-54 

Begin reading  
The nagging 

husband  
CR pp. 49-54

4 LSC: Revise subject-verb agreement, and 
write sentences correctly (30 mins);  
revise clauses and subject and predicate; 
write sentences correctly (30 mins); p. 84

113-114
Act. H

114-115
Act. I

75
75

The nagging 
husband  

CR pp. 49-54

Finish reading 
The nagging 

husband and think 
about answers to 

questions on p. 54

5 R&V: Discuss The nagging husband (15 mins) 
and the structure of mid-year examination 
papers 2 and 3 using example papers on  
LB pp. 116-121 (45 mins)

116-121 73-74
77-82

Prepare for mid-
year examinations

TOP CLASS    Week 9    Catch up, consolidation and revision: Plan your week
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5



TOP CLASS    Week 10    Mid-year examinations: Plan your week
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature 

text

Homework

1

2

3

4

5
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2.8  Via Afrika English First Additional Language (Via Afrika 
Publishers)

Note 1: L&S = Listening and Speaking; R&V = Reading and Viewing; W&P = Writing and Presenting; LSC = Language Structures 
and Conventions.
Note 2: If your class does not have the Via Afrika Core Reader, for Day 5 classwork and homework read and discuss the next section 
of the literature set work that you are using this term.
Note 3: Please note the homework task for each day. 

VIA AFRIKA    Week 1    Theme: Celebrate South Africa
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 Listen to your feedback on Term 1 Test (20 mins); 
L&S: Listen to an information text with 
instructions and directions; make notes, and 
use these to answer questions (35 mins);
R&V: Listen to your introduction to literature set 
work (5 mins); p. 81

66
Act. 1
67-68
Act. 2

78-79
79-80

Literature set 
work

Begin reading 
literature set work

2 LSC: Learn about comparative and superlative 
adjectives; learn about determiners; complete an 
advertisement using adjectives and determiners 
(25 mins)  
R&V/W&P: Use a mind map to plan a summary; 
write a summary (35 mins); p. 81

68
69

Act. 3

80
81

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); read an 
information text with visuals; answer questions 
1-9 on the text (50 mins); p. 81

70-72
Act. 4

81-82 LB p. 72 Act. 4 
Question 10

Write a summary
4 R&V: Discuss and mark summaries (5 mins); 

LSC/R&V: Learn about figures of speech  
(10-15 mins); 
R&V: Read a poem, and begin to answer 
questions on it (40-45 mins); p. 81

72
72-73
74-75

82
82

82-83

LB pp. 74-75 
Complete answers 

to questions on 
poem

5 R&V: Discuss and mark answers to questions on 
poem (20 mins); 
LSC: Learn spelling patterns (5 mins); 
R&V: Read another poem, and begin to answer 
questions on it (35 mins); p. 81

74-75
75

82-83
83

85-86

Joal 
CR pp. 108-109

Complete answers 
to questions on 

Joal  
CR pp. 108-109

VIA AFRIKA    Week 2    Theme continued: Celebrate South Africa
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss and mark homework on poem (20 mins); 
L&S: Learn how to give an unprepared speech; 
make a short unprepared speech to the class  
(40 mins); p. 81

76
Act. 6

85-86
84

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work

2 L&S: Rest of the class makes unprepared speeches 
(20-30 mins);  
learn how to give directions; begin preparing for 
Formal Assessment Task (30-40 mins); p. 81

76
Act. 6

76

84
84

Prepare to give 
directions

3 L&S: Take turns to give directions (60 mins); p. 81
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 1

76 84 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work
4 L&S: If not finished on Day 3, rest of class gives 

directions (20 mins); LSC: Learn more about 
adjectival and adverbial clauses (5 mins);
W&P: Plan and begin writing first draft of 
directions (35 mins); p. 81

76-77
77

Act. 7

84
85

LB. p. 77
W&P: Complete 

first draft 
of written 
directions

5 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version of directions (50 mins); 
R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins); p. 81

77
Act. 7

85 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set 

work



Note: Part of the lesson on Day 5 involves preparation for a debate. To give the two teams of speakers time to prepare, the debate 
is scheduled for Day 4 of Week 4. 

VIA AFRIKA    Week 3    Theme: Home is where the heart is
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
R&V/L&S: Read a poem, and discuss it in 
group of four; decide on roles for a panel 
discussion on a topic based on the poem  
(45 mins); p. 82

78-80 90 LB pp. 79-80 
Act. 1 L&S: Prepare 

contribution to panel 
discussion

2 L&S: In groups of four, present panel 
discussion to class (60 mins); p. 82
Note: The panel discussion can be done for 
Term 2, Formal Assessment, Task 1

78-80
Act. 1

90 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 LSC: Discuss and learn some idiomatic 
expressions (30 mins);  
W&P: Work with a partner to plan and write 
a short dialogue in which an idiomatic 
expression is used (30 mins); p. 82

80-81
80-82
Act. 2

90-91
91

LB pp. 81-82 W&P: 
Revise dialogue

4 W&P: With a partner, compare two versions 
of the dialogue, and decide on final version; 
read dialogue to the class (60 mins); p. 82

80-82
Act. 2

91 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
L&S: Learn the procedures for debating; 
decide on a topic for a debate in Week 4; 
decide on two teams of speakers (15 mins); 
R&V: Learn about cartoons; read a cartoon 
strip, and begin to answer questions on it  
(30 mins); p. 82

82-83
83-85

91-92
92-93

Six debaters prepare for 
Week 5 debate

LB pp. 84-85 R&V: 
Complete answers to 
questions on cartoon

Note: If your class does not have the Via Afrika Core Reader, for Days 1 & 2 homework and Day 3 class work discussion continue with 
the next section of the literature set work that you are using this term. Also set reading of the literature set work for homework on 
Day 5.

VIA AFRIKA    Week 4    Theme continued: Home is where the heart is
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss and mark homework (20 mins);  
LSC: Learn about dialogue tags and words 
to use in such tags (15 mins); learn about 
punctuation and tenses in dialogue (15 mins); 
R&V: Listen to your introduction to the folktale 
The lion’s pool (10 mins); p. 82

83-85
85
86

92-93
94
94

97-98

The lion’s pool
CR pp. 16-22

Begin reading  
The lion’s pool

2 W&P: Use everything learnt about writing 
dialogue to improve the dialogue written with 
a partner in Week 3 (work individually this time) 
(60 mins); p. 82

86
Act. 5

The lion’s pool
CR pp. 16-22

Complete reading 
The lion’s pool and 
think about answers 
to questions on p. 22

3 R&V: Discuss The lion’s pool and the questions  
on it (30 mins);
LSC: Learn about puns; read three cartoons, 
and decide on what kind of pun has been used 
in each one (30 mins); p. 82

87 97-98
94

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 L&S: Participate in a class debate as a speaker 
or audience member (60 mins); p. 82

82-83
Act. 3

91-92 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);
LSC/W&P: Rewrite a paragraph as a dialogue; 
discuss and mark the dialogue (40 mins); 
R&V: Listen to your introduction to the poem 
Macavity and read the poem (10 mins); p. 82

87
Act. 6

95
95-96

Macavity 
CR pp. 91-93 

Re-read Macavity, and 
think about answers 

to questions on 
pp. 92-93

Term 2 Via Afrika English  95
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VIA AFRIKA    Week 5    Theme: Back in the day
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss Macavity and questions on this 
poem (20 mins); 
L&S: Listen to an interview, make notes, and 
answer questions on it (40 mins); p. 83

88-89
Act. 1

95-96
101

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);
L&S: Plan an interview by drawing up a list of 
questions; learn how to conduct an interview 
(45 mins); p. 83

89-90 101-102 LB pp. 89-90
L&S: Act. 2 
Conduct an 

interview, and 
make notes on 

answers

3 LSC: Learn how to form different tenses and 
how different forms create meaning; practise 
using different tenses (40 mins);  
learn about adverbs of frequency and place, 
and use them correctly in sentences (20 mins); 
p. 83

90
91

Act. 3
91-92
Act. 4

103
103-104

LB pp. 91-92
LSC: Complete 
Act. 4 Writing 
sentences with 

adverbs

4 LSC: Discuss and mark homework (10 mins); 
R&V: Read a transcript of an interview, and 
begin answering questions on it (50 mins); 
p. 83

93-94
Act. 5

104
104

LB pp. 93-94  
R&V: Complete 

answers to Act. 5

5 R&V: Discuss and mark homework (15 mins); 
R&V: Learn about mood in poetry; read a 
poem, and begin to answer questions on it 
(45 mins); p. 83

94
95

Act. 6

104
105

LB p. 95
R&V: Complete 

answers to Act. 6

Note: If your class does not have the Via Afrika Core Reader, for some of the classwork time on Days 3 and 4 and homework on  
Day 3 continue with reading and discussion of the literature set work for the term.

VIA AFRIKA    Week 6    Theme continued: Back in the day
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss and mark homework (15 mins); 
W&P: Use interview notes from Act. 2 to 
plan a written interview and begin writing 
first draft (45 mins); p. 83

95
96

Act. 7

105 LB p. 96
W&P: Complete 

first draft of 
written interview

2 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version (60 mins); p. 83
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

96
Act. 7

106 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
read the poem As I grew older, and begin 
to answer questions on mood, climax and 
message (45 mins); p. 83

107-108 As I grew 
older 

CR pp. 94-96 

Complete answers 
to questions on  
As I grew older

4 R&V: Discuss As I grew older, and mark answers 
to questions on it (30 mins);  
learn how to read a play, including 
instructions for set design and stage 
directions; read and discuss a description of 
a set design (30 mins); p. 83

96-97
Act. 8

107-108
106-107

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Discuss literature set work (20 mins); 
respond to instructions for a set design by 
working with a partner to draw or make a 
model of a set (40 mins); p. 83

96-97
Act. 8

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work
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VIA AFRIKA    Week 7    Theme: Stories we love
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins); 
L&S: Listen to a newspaper article, make notes, 
and use these to answer questions on it (45 mins); 
p. 84

98
Act. 1

113 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

2 L&S: Learn about a makeover for a character; 
participate in a group discussion that results in a 
makeover for a fictional character; report consensus 
on makeover to the class (60 mins); p. 84

99
99

Act. 2

113
113-114

Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

3 R&V: Discuss literature set work (10 mins);  
learn about sound imagery in a narrative poem;  
read a poem, and answer questions on it (50 mins); 
p. 84

100
101-103
Act. 3

114 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

4 R&V: Learn about setting in a novel; read an 
extract about setting, and answer questions on it 
(60 mins); p. 84

103
103-104
Act. 4

115 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

5 R&V: Learn about mood in a novel; read an extract 
about mood, and answer questions on it (60 mins); 
p. 84

105
105-106
Act. 5

115-116 Literature set 
work

Continue reading 
literature set work

Note: Although the book review can be written for Term 2, Formal Assessment Task 2, it is probably better to use the interview task 
in Week 6, so that you have time to mark and return it to learners before the mid-year examinations.

VIA AFRIKA    Week 8    Theme continued: Stories we love
Day CAPS content and activities LB 

pp.
TG 
pp.

CR/ 
literature text

Homework

1 R&V: Discuss literature set work (15 mins);  
learn how to plan a book review and to write 
varied sentences (15 mins);  
plan and begin to write first draft of book 
review (30 mins); p. 84

106-108 116 LB 108
W&P: Complete 

first draft of book 
review

2 W&P: Revise and edit first draft; write and 
proofread final version of book review  
(60 mins); p. 84
Note: This can be done for Term 2, Formal 
Assessment Task 2

106-108 116-117 Literature set 
work

Complete reading 
of literature set 

work

3 R&V: Final discussion of literature set work  
(30 mins); 
LSC: Understand the formation and use of 
synonyms and antonyms; practise using 
antonyms; practise using homonyms (30 mins); 
p. 84

108-109 117
118

Prepare for the 
examination papers

4 Discuss the structure and question types in  
mid-year examination Paper 2, using the example 
paper on pp. 111-114

111-114 122-123 Prepare for the 
examination papers

5 Discuss the structure of mid-year examination 
Paper 3 using the example paper on p. 115.  
Revise features of different types of essays and 
different types of transactional writing

115 124 Prepare for the 
examination papers
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3. Assessment programme in the CAPS

FORMAL ASSESSMENT

DURING THE YEAR END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATION

40% 60%

School-based assessment End-of-year exam papers

40% 39.2%  20.8%

Formal assessment tasks
• 4 oral tasks
• 3 writing tasks
• 2 tests
• 1 mid-year examination

Written examinations
Paper 2: Comprehension, language 
use and literature
Paper 3: Writing

Oral assessment tasks
Paper 1: Listening, speaking and 
reading
The oral tasks undertaken during 
the course of the year constitute the 
end-of-year assessment

FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR TERM 1

TASK 1: ORAL TASK 2: WRITING TASK 3: TEST 1

Group discussion – visual texts/
listening comprehension/ 
(un)prepared speech/forum group 
discussion/interview

Narrative/reflective essay and 
newspaper report/article

Language and comprehension

FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR TERM 2

TASK 1: ORAL TASK 2: WRITING TASK 3: TEST 2

Listening comprehension/giving 
directions/forum/panel discussion/
debate

Interview/instruction and text/story 
review

Paper 1: Oral 
Paper 2: Comprehension, language 
use and literature 
Paper 3: Writing

FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR TERM 3

TASK 1: ORAL TASK 2: WRITING TASK 3: TEST 1

Dialogue/(un)prepared speech/story 
telling/prepared reading

Descriptive/argumentative essay and 
informal letter/dialogue

Comprehension and language use

FORMAL AND END-OF-YEAR ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR TERM 4

TASK 1: ORAL TASK 2: END-OF-YEAR EXAMINATION

Debate/conversation/group discussion/dialogue Paper 1: Oral 
Paper 2: Comprehension, language and literature (2 hr) 
Paper 3: Writing (1 hr)
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4. Assessment programmes in the LTSMs and planners

4.1 Term 1: Recommendations for formal assessment tasks in the LTSMs 

LTSM Task 1 Oral Task 2 Writing Task 3 Test 1

Clever 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 3:  Listening comprehension  
LB pp. 15-16, TG pp. 20-22 
OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech  
LB pp. 45-46, TG pp. 44-46

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB pp. 8-9, TG pp. 9-10  
AND

Week 8:  Magazine article  
LB pp. 54-56, TG pp. 51-52

No test provided

English 
Today 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 4:  Prepared speech  
LB p. 31, TG p. 15 OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech 
LB pp. 49-50, TG p. 25 OR

Week 9:  Listening comprehension 
LB pp. 58-59, TG pp. 31-32

Week 2:  Reflective essay  
LB pp. 17-18, TG pp. 6-7, 
Rubric p. 198 AND

Week 8:  Magazine article  
LB pp. 52-53, TG p. 27

Language and 
comprehension test 
LB pp. 69-70, TG p. 36
Suitable for revision, 
not formal assessment

Interactive 
English

Week 3:  Prepared speech  
LB pp. 26-27, TG pp. 24-25, 
Rubric p. xxix OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech 
LB pp. 60-61, TG p. 41

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB pp. 19-21, TG pp. 17-20,  
Rubric p. xxvii AND

Week 8:  Magazine article LB pp. 75-78, 
TG p. 47

No test provided

Platinum 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 4:  Prepared speech  
LB pp. 24-25, TG pp. 17-18 
OR

Week 5:  Listening comprehension  
LB pp. 33-34, TG pp. 25-26 
OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech  
LB p. 47, TG p. 36, 
Rubric p. xxxiv

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB pp. 9-11, TG pp. 7-8 AND

Week 8:  Newspaper article  
LB pp. 51-52, TG pp. 38-39

No test provided

Spot On 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 1:  Listening comprehension 
LB p. 2, TG pp. 60-61 OR

Week 4:  Prepared speech LB p. 21, 
TG p. 73 OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech  
LB p. 38, TG pp. 88-89

Week 2:  Reflective essay  
LB pp. 8-9, TG pp. 65-66 AND

Week 8:  Magazine article  
LB pp. 44-45, TG pp. 94-95, 
Rubric p. 290

No test provided

Successful 
English

Week 4:  Prepared speech 
LB pp. 42-43, TG p. 51 OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech  
LB p. 68, TG p.62

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB pp. 22-24, TG p. 43, 
Rubric p. 33 AND

Week 8:  Magazine article LB pp. 70-72, 
TG pp. 62-63

Revision test for  
15 marks
LB pp. 91-92, TG p. 178
Suitable for revision, 
not formal assessment

Top Class 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 4:  Prepared speech  
LB p. 20, TG pp. 13-14, 
Rubric p. 14 OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech 
LB p. 42, TG p. 29, 
Rubric p. 29

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB pp. 8-9, TG p. 6 AND

Week 8:  Newspaper/magazine article 
LB p. 49, TG p. 33, 
Rubric p. 180

Language and 
comprehension test 
LB pp. 64-66, 
TG pp. 43-44
Suitable for revision, 
not formal assessment

Via Afrika 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language 

Week 4:  Prepared speech  
LB p. 25, TG p. 40 (Rubric) 
OR 

Week 5:  Group discussion of a visual 
text LB pp. 29-30, 
TG pp. 47-48, Rubric p. 48 
OR

Week 7:  Unprepared speech  
LB pp. 39-40, TG pp. 57-58

Week 2:  Narrative essay  
LB p. 17, TG pp. 29-30, 
Rubric p. 235 OR

Week 8:  Reflective essay  
AND Newspaper article 
LB pp. 47-49, TG p. 62 (Rubric)

Language and 
comprehension test 
for revision but not for 
formal assessment 
LB pp. 62-63, 
TG pp. 72-73
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4.2 Term 2: Recommendations for formal assessment tasks in the LTSMs

LTSM Task 1 Oral Task 2 Writing Task 3 Mid-year examination 
(exemplars)

* In the LB, so only suitable for 
revision/practice, not for formal 

assessment

Clever 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 3:  Participate in a debate 
LB pp. 92-93,  
TG pp. 84-85, 256

Week 6:  Write an interview 
LB pp. 114-115,  
TG pp. 101, 260 OR 

Week 8:  Write a review of a story 
LB pp. 127-129,  
TG pp. 113-114, 257

No examples in Learner’s Book
Paper 2 and memorandum in 
Teacher’s Guide
TG pp. 128-132, 134-135
Paper 3 and rubrics in Teacher’s 
Guide 
TG pp. 132-133

English 
Today 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 2:  Give oral directions  
LB pp. 79-80, TG pp. 44, 
201 OR 

Week 3:  Participate in a panel 
discussion LB pp. 83-85,  
TG pp. 49, 201

Week 5:  Write an interview  
LB p. 100, TG p. 60 OR 

Week 8:  Write a review of a story 
LB pp. 113-114,  
TG p. 72

* Paper 2 in Learner’s Book and 
memorandum in Teacher’s Guide 
LB pp. 120-123, TG pp. 183-184
* Paper 3 in Learner’s Book
Marking rubrics in Teacher’s 
Guide  
LB p. 124, TG pp. 185, 198-199

Interactive 
English

Week 3:  Role play a panel 
discussion  
LB pp. 116-118,  
TG p. 70 OR 

Week 7:  Listen to an article, 
make notes and answer 
questions (listening 
comprehension) 
LB pp. 152-154,  
TG pp. 95-96

Week 2:  Write a set of directions 
and instructions  
LB p. 113, TG p. 68, 
rubric p. xxviii OR 

Week 4:  Write an interview in 
dialogue format 
LB pp. 130-133,  
TG pp. 77-78,  
rubric p. xxviii OR 

Week 6:  Write an interview 
LB p. 148, TG p. 87, 
rubric p. xxviii OR 

Week 8:  Write a book review  
LB pp. 167-168,  
TG pp. 95-96

* Two examples of June 
examination Papers 2 and 3 at 
back of Learner’s Book and from 
p. 98 in Teacher’s Guide (with 
memoranda and rubric)

Platinum 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 1:  Ask for and give 
directions LB pp. 70-72,  
TG pp. 55-56 OR 

Week 3:  Participate in a panel 
discussion  
LB pp. 84-85, 267,  
TG p. 65, rubric p. xxxv

Week 6:  Write an interview 
LB pp. 102-105,  
TG pp. 78-80, rubric/
rating scale p. xxxi/xxxvi 
OR 

Week 8:  Write a story review 
LB p. 119, TG p. 90

* Paper 2 in Learner’s Book and 
memorandum in Teacher’s Guide, 
but no questions on Literature
Paper 3 in Learner’s Book 
LB pp. 121-122, TG p. 92
Memorandum and marking 
rubrics in Teacher’s Guide
LB pp. 123-124,  
TG pp. 93, xxx-xxxii

Spot On 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 1:  Listen to instructions  
LB p. 62,  
TG pp. 115-116 OR 

Week 1:  Make an unprepared 
speech LB p. 63,  
TG p. 118 OR

Week 3:  Participate in a forum 
discussion LB p. 79, 
TG pp. 135-136

Week 6:  Write an interview  
LB p. 94,  
TG pp. 151-154 OR 

Week 7:  Write a book review  
LB p. 103, TG pp. 163, 
290

One example of Paper 2 
in Learner’s Book, but no 
memorandum for it in Teacher’s 
Guide LB pp. 216-222
Another example of Paper 2 with 
memorandum in Teacher’s Guide
TG 169-172, memo 176-177
One example of Paper 3 in 
Teacher’s Guide Marking rubrics 
in Teacher’s Guide  
TG pp. 173-175, marking rubric 
pp. 289-290



102   Grade 8 English First Additional Language

LTSM Task 1 Oral Task 2 Writing Task 3 Mid-year examination 
(exemplars)

* In the LB, so only suitable for 
revision/practice, not for formal 

assessment

Successful 
English

Week 2:  Ask for and give 
directions 
LB pp. 106-107,  
TG pp. 76-77 OR 

Week 3:  Participate in a forum 
discussion  
LB pp. 115-117, 
TG p. 80 OR 

Week 7:  Listen to a newspaper 
article, make 
notes and answer 
questions (listening 
comprehension)  
LB pp. 153-154, TG p. 95

Week 6:  Write an interview  
LB pp. 146-147,  
TG pp. 91-92 OR 

Week 8:  Write a book review 
LB pp. 161-162,  
TG pp. 98-99

* Paper 2 in Learner’s Book 
Memorandum in Teacher’s Guide
LB pp. 167-173, TG pp. 179-180
* Paper 3 in Learner’s Book 
Marking rubrics in Teacher’s 
Guide
LB pp. 174-176, TG pp. 33-34

Top Class 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language

Week 5:  Listen to an extract 
from an interview, 
make notes and answer 
questions (listening 
comprehension)  
LB pp. 93-94,  
TG pp. 59-60

Week 6:  Write an interview  
LB p. 103, TG p. 64  
OR 

Week 8:  Write a book review  
LB p. 112, TG pp. 73-74

* Paper 2 in Learner’s Book and 
Teacher’s Guide Memorandum in 
Teacher’s Guide
LB pp. 116-119, TG pp. 77-81
* Paper 3 in Learner’s Book and 
Teacher’s Guide Marking rubrics 
in Teacher’s Guide
LB pp. 120-121,  
TG pp. 82, 180-182, 124 

Via Afrika 
English 
First 
Additional 
Language 

Week 2:  Give oral directions  
LB p. 76, TG p. 84  
OR 

Week 3:  Participate in a panel 
discussion  
LB pp. 78-80, TG p. 90

Week 6:  Write an interview  
LB p. 96, TG p. 106  
OR 

Week 8:  Write a book review  
LB pp. 106-108,  
TG pp. 116-117

* Paper 2 in Learner’s Book 
Memorandum in Teacher’s Guide  
LB pp. 111-114, TG p. 123
Paper 3 in Learner’s Book 
Marking rubrics in Teacher’s 
Guide
LB p. 115, TG pp.124, 235-236
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5. Information about cognitive levels

In all subjects formal assessment tasks must include questions that are set at a range of cognitive levels. For EFAL, 
questions can be set at various levels for the Comprehension and Literature sections of Paper Two.

On pp. 121 and 122 of the CAPS for EFAL Grades 7-9 there is very useful information about cognitive levels and the kinds 
of questions that ‘match’ each level. Notice that the percentage of questions in a test or examination paper is specified 
for each level, although it is not always possible to follow this exactly, as you will see from the example examination 
papers below. The information from the CAPS is reproduced, in a slightly adapted form, in the table below. You may find 
it useful when you are setting questions.

Table 1: COGNITIVE LEVELS AND QUESTION TYPES

COGNITIVE 
LEVEL

 ACTIVITY PERCENTAGE 
OF TASK

Literal 
(Level 1)

Questions that deal with information explicitly stated in the text. The following are 
examples:
• Name the things/people/places/elements …
• State the facts/reasons/points/ideas …
• Identify the reasons/persons/causes …
• List the points/facts/names/reasons …
• Describe the place/person/character …
• Relate the incident/episode/experience …

Levels 1 & 2: 
40%

Reorganisation
(Level 2)

Questions that require analysis, synthesis or organisation of information explicitly 
stated in the text. The following are examples:
• Summarise the main points/ideas/pros/cons …
• Group the common elements/factors …
• State the similarities/differences …
• Give an outline of …

Inference 
(Level 3)

Questions that require a candidate to use his or her personal experience/general 
knowledge to engage with information stated in a text. In other words, not all the 
information that a candidate needs is in the text itself. The following are examples:
• Suggest why X (a character in a story) acted in this way.
• What is the likely outcome of X’s actions?
• What do X’s comments reveal about her attitude to …?
• Is the situation described in the text similar to or different from what people 

experience in South Africa?

Level 3: 40%

Evaluation
(Level 4)

These questions deal with judgements concerning value and worth. These 
include judgements regarding reality, credibility, facts and opinions, validity, logic 
and reasoning, and issues such as the desirability and acceptability of decisions 
and actions in terms of moral values. The following are a few of many possible 
examples:
• Do you think that what happens is realistic/likely/possible?
• Is the character’s attitude/behaviour/action justifiable or acceptable to you? 

Give reasons for your answer.
• Is the writer justified in suggesting that …? Give a reason for your answer.
• Does the writer provide a coherent argument to support her views?
• Through his choice of words what does the writer want you to believe/do?  

Are you persuaded by these words? Give a reason for your answer.

Levels 4 & 5: 
20%

Appreciation
(Level 5)

These questions focus on a candidate’s personal response (including emotional 
and aesthetic responses) to a text. The following are a few of many possible 
examples:
• Discuss/comment on the writer’s use of language/imagery/metaphors …
• Discuss your response to the incident/situation/conflict/dilemma …
• Do you empathise with character X? What action/decision would you have 

taken if you had been in the same situation? 
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6. Exemplar test for Term 1 

EFAL Grade 8 

Term 1 Formal Assessment Task 3

Comprehension and Language Test 

Read what two people wrote about photographs that are important to them and then answer Questions 1 to 20.

A few years ago I found a photograph of a woman I didn’t recognise, tucked away in the drawer next to my 
parents’ bed. The photograph was a bit faded and clearly quite old. It showed a woman painting a picture, 
although it’s not clear exactly what she was painting. My mother explained that this woman was my paternal 
grandmother – someone neither my mother nor I had ever met. My father’s mother had died when he was about 
twelve and he never spoke about her to me, perhaps because her death was too painful. The photograph is 
one of only two that he has of his parents. My mother explained that my grandmother liked to paint, and even 
though this woman was a stranger, I felt a kinship with her. I love to paint and whenever I look at the photo I like 
to imagine that I received my talent from her. Some photographs, like this one, create a link to our past. I’ll never 
know who took that particular picture of my grandmother, but even though she and I will never meet, we have a 
bond created by the click of a camera. 

(Andrea van Wyk, slightly adapted from an article in Your Family, April 2014, p. 23.)

Those days were fun. There’s nothing like dashing about a piece of grass with your mates, kicking a ball around 
for the pure joy of it. I recall football matches taking place in any free time we had before school, at breaks (with 
pauses to retrieve balls from trees) and long after official practices had ended. Match day was always special. We 
took real pride in our uniforms, whether playing for the school or for the local club. From war cries to adventures 
on tour this was how best buddies were made. In the photo that I’m writing about I was about six years old and 
it was only when I was in high school that I picked it up and realised that some of my soccer pals were still in my 
circle of friends. We’ve mostly grown apart now, but the life lessons learned from kicking a ball around – how to 
deal with victory and loss – will never leave me.

(Ian Macleod, slightly adapted from an article in Your Family, April 2014, p. 23.)

1.  Where did Andrea van Wyk find the photograph of the woman painting 
a picture?    (1)

2.  Use information from the paragraph to suggest why it was difficult for Andrea to see what the  
woman was painting.    (2) 

3. Who was this woman?    (1)

4. Why didn’t Andrea recognise her?    (2)

5.  Andrea’s father has many photographs of his parents.  
Write TRUE or FALSE and give a reason for your answer.  (2)
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6. Write the letter of the statement which best completes the sentence.  (1)
 The statement I felt a kinship with her. means that:
 A. The writer felt the woman in the photograph was very kind;
 B. The writer felt strongly connected to the woman in the photograph;
 C. The writer felt very sad about the woman in the photograph.

7.  Quote the word which tells readers that Andrea thinks she is good at painting.  (1)

8.  Explain why Andrea is grateful to the person who photographed the woman.  (2)

9.  Andrea uses the adjective paternal to describe her father’s mother. 
What adjective would be used to describe her mother’s mother?  (1)

10.  Write one sentence which contains all the information in these two sentences:  
Andrea van Wyk found a photograph of her grandmother. Her grandmother was a painter.  (2)

11. There are two errors in this sentence. Write it correctly. 
  Andrea and her mother was pleased to find the photograph and enjoyed looking  

at them.    (2)

12. Rewrite sentences A and B with the correct punctuation:
 A. how exciting    (2)
 B.  the photograph which my father kept hidden for many years has now been placed in 

a silver frame    (4)

13. Ian Macleod recalls playing a lot of football. Write a synonym for recalls.  (1) 

14.  List three different times during the day when Ian and his friends played soccer.  (3)

15.  Ian Macleod and his friends played soccer for two different teams.  
Write TRUE or FALSE and give a reason for your answer.  (2)

16.  Apart from playing soccer matches, what else does Ian recall doing with his primary 
school friends?    (2) 

17.  Write three words used by Ian which all have the same meaning as friends.  (3) 

18.  Suggest why learning how to deal with victory and loss is an important life lesson.  (2)

19.  Rewrite this sentence so that the verbs are in the present tense: 
  From war cries to adventures on tour this was how best buddies were made.  (2)

20.  Match day was always special. What emotion is Ian Macleod expressing in this sentence?  (2) 

Total marks: 40
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7. The memorandum for the Term 1 test

EFAL Grade 8

Term 1 Formal Assessment Task 3: Memorandum

Comprehension and Language Test

1.  She found it in the drawer next to her parents’ bed.  (1) 

2.  The photograph was faded and old.    (1 + 1)

3.  She was Andrea’s/the writer’s grandmother or Andrea’s/the writer’s father’s mother.  (1)

4.  Andrea had never met/seen her grandmother because she had died when Andrea’s father was still young.  (2)

5.  FALSE. Andrea writes that her father has only two photographs of his parents.  (2)

6. B      (1)

7. talent     (1)

8.  The photograph of her grandmother painting has enabled Andrea to feel connected to  
her grandmother even though she would never have a chance to meet her.  (2)

9. maternal    (1)

10.  Andrea van Wyk found a photograph of her grandmother who was a painter.  (2)

11.  Andrea and her mother were pleased to find the photograph and enjoyed looking at it.  (1+1)

12.  A. How exciting!    (1+1)

 B.  The photograph, which my father kept hidden for many years, has now been  
placed in asilver frame.    (1+1+1+1)

13. remembers    (1)

14.  The boys played soccer before school, at breaks and after they had finished their official  
practices in the afternoons.    (1+1+1)

15. TRUE. The boys played for a school team and for a club team.  (2) 

16.  He recalls taking part in war cries and in adventures when the team went on tour.  (1+1)

17. mates, buddies, pals    (1+1+1)

18.  Throughout life people have to learn to cope with both success and failure. 
(This idea could be expressed in several different ways.)  (2) 

19.  From war cries to adventures on tours this is how best buddies are made.  (2)

20.  He is expressing pleasure/enjoyment/approval that match days are important.  
(Any appropriate positive response is acceptable.)   (2)

Total marks: 40
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13. Broad guidelines for teaching EFAL

1. Teaching Reading and Viewing

You will notice that in the CAPS, Reading and Viewing is described as a process. To become successful readers and 
viewers of a range of text types (e.g. magazine articles, advertisements, poems, short stories), learners need to engage 
in a reading process that involves doing pre-reading, while-reading and after-reading activities. It is important that you 
guide learners through each of these activities.

2. Teaching literature 

This is part of teaching reading and is compulsory in Grade 8. Each learner’s book and core reader includes short literary 
texts (mainly short stories and poems) and each teacher’s guide suggests how to teach these. In addition to these short 
texts, learners are expected to read longer texts (longer stories, novels, plays). Learners will mainly read these longer 
texts for homework but it is very important to do the following in class:

• introduce the text to encourage learners’ interest in reading it 
• give specific instructions for a homework task (see the two examples below)
• at the beginning of the next lesson, briefly follow up on the homework task
• when learners have read the whole text, get responses from them about what they enjoyed in the text and 

why, and/or what they did not enjoy and why. 

Examples of homework tasks
• Read the first chapter of a story/first five pages of a story/the first scene of the play and take note of the 

setting (where the events in this chapter/part of the story/play take place) and the characters. We will discuss 
these in class in the next lesson.

• Complete your reading of the novel, short story or play and then decide which character you liked best and 
why, or which character you liked least and why. Be prepared to share your choice and your reasons with the 
class. 

3. Teaching Writing and Presenting

Learners are expected to learn how to write texts in a range of genres (e.g. essays, dialogues, and letters). For each 
genre, learners need to work through a writing process that involves planning, drafting, revising, editing and producing 
a final version of the text. Each teacher’s guide and learner’s book shows you and the learners how to work through 
this process. It is important to note that revising does not just mean checking on language use, it also means making 
decisions about extra content that may be needed or whether some of the content needs to be presented in a different 
order. 

4. Teaching Listening and Speaking

It is important to remember that because English is an additional language for the learners, they may not be very 
confident in speaking it and may find some words difficult to hear. The activities in the learner’s book provide many 
opportunities for learners to become more confident and competent speakers of English. It is important that you speak 
very clearly in class so that learners can hear words that may be new to them. When a lesson involves you reading a text 
aloud for a listening comprehension activity, it is a good idea to practise reading it aloud when you prepare your lesson. 
The teacher’s guide for some textbooks comes with a CD on which listening texts have been recorded. If you have such 
a CD it is a good idea to use it with your class so that learners get used to listening to a voice other than yours.

5. Teaching Language Structures and Conventions

In Grade 8 you will be revising and building on what learners have already learnt in previous grades and introducing  
more complex Language Structures and Conventions and more advanced vocabulary. It is important to teach the 
language described in each two-week cycle in the CAPS but also to take opportunities to teach language at other times. 
For example, you may wish to do some vocabulary teaching when learners are reading a poem or to revise verb tenses 
when learners are writing an essay. It is very important to have dictionaries in your classroom, to teach learners how to 
use them and to encourage them to consult a dictionary regularly.
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6. Giving feedback to learners on homework and other informal assessment tasks

Informal assessment is a vital part of an English teacher’s work. Not only is it very important for you to take note of how 
learners are managing any particular learning activity, but it is equally important for you to tell learners how they are 
progressing. For many activities you can do this orally in class and in writing when you mark written work. 

Take note of the homework activities assigned for each lesson and carefully explain to the learners what is expected of 
them. All homework must be discussed briefly and marked, usually by the learners themselves. You often need to do this 
in the first few minutes of a lesson. 
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14. Templates for tracking, reflecting on and reporting curriculum coverage

14.1 Conventional schools1

NAME OF TEACHER: __________________________________________________  SUBJECT/GRADE: __________

Week no. in planner ________________ 

Week no. in term when work planned for week started ________________ 

Refer to the planner2 for details of the week’s work (or the ATP for subjects without planners)

Class (or subject for FP)

On track by end of week? (Yes/no)

How many learners are working 
confidently?3 (Rough estimate)

How many learners in this class?

DAY4

BRIEF NOTES ON THE DAY’S WORK: Consider such things as:
What concepts/skills did the learners struggle with or manage well in this lesson?  

What could be the reasons for this? Did the class complete the work you had planned?  
Do you need to change your plans for the next lesson? What changes will you make?

1

2

3

4

5

Reflection on the week: Think about and make a note of:

What concepts and skills for the week did learners 
struggle with? What could you do differently next 

time to support or extend learning better?  
What good practice could you share?

Did you cover the curriculum for the week? If not,  
what were some of the challenges? What can you do 
to catch up? What help do you need? How will your 
progress this week affect your plan for next week? 

DH: Date:

1 Please amend this draft template to suit the needs of your school.
2  You can use any planning document (such as the CAPS planner, the ATP or printed lesson plans) as the basis for your 

tracking.
3 Estimate of learners in that grade that are working confidently at Level 4 (adequate achievement) or above.
4 This can also be lessons if there are more than five lessons a week.
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14.2 Multigrade schools1

NAME OF TEACHER: _______________________________________________________________________________

Week no. in planner ________________ 

Week no. in term when work planned for week started ________________ 

Refer to the planner2 for details of the week’s work (or the ATP for subjects without planners)

Subjects

GRADE On track this week? 3 
Est. learners > Level 4 4 
# learners in grade

GRADE On track this week? 
Est. learners > Level 4 
# learners in grade

GRADE On track this week? 
Est. learners > Level 4 
# learners in grade

DAY

BRIEF NOTES ON THE DAY’S WORK: Consider such things as:
What concepts/skills did the learners struggle with or manage well in this lesson?  

What could be the reasons for this? Did the class complete the work you had planned?  
Do you need to change your plans for the next lesson? What changes will you make?

1

2

3

4

5

Reflection on the week: Think about and make a note of:

SUBJECT

What concepts and skills for the week did learners 
struggle with? What could you do differently next 

time to support or extend learning better?  
What good practice could you share?

Did you cover the curriculum for the week? If not, 
what were some of the challenges? What can you do 
to catch up? What help do you need? How will your 
progress this week affect your plan for next week? 

Principal: Date:

1 Please amend this draft template to suit the needs of your school.
2  You can use any planning document (such as the CAPS planner, the ATP or printed lesson plans) as the basis for your 

tracking.
3 Yes/no?
4 Estimate of learners in that grade that are working confidently at Level 4 (adequate achievement) or above.


