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Assessment tools in the EFAL writing classroom:

Examples of checklists, rating scales and rubrics.

1. Rating scales

Example: A Rating Scale for a group work writing project.

Skill Strongly
disagree

Slightly
disagree

Slightly
agree

Agree

Strongly
agree

Punctual

Prepared

Contributes

Respectful
of group
members

Listens

Shares

2. Checklists

Example: A checklist for a writing activity

Story title is supplied

Yes

No

The introduction introduces the characters

The introduction introduces the setting of the story

The problem is indicated

The body of the story is sequenced logically

There is a definite resolution to the problem

Interesting, vivid vocabulary has been used

Language structure is satisfactory
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Punctuation is satisfactory

Spelling is satisfactory
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Paragraphing is correct




3. Rubrics

There are two main types of rubrics

Below are examples of rubrics of both these types, followed by a variety examples that have

not been classified.

Example 3.1: A Holistic rubric for essay writing

Excellent Ideas are thoroughly explained, highly coherent
80-100 writing, almost no grammatical errors

Good Ideas are explained, coherent writing, few

69-79 grammatical errors

Satisfactory Ideas are partially explained, somewhat coherent
59-69 writing, several grammatical errors

Needs Work Ideas are poorly explained, incoherent writing,
0-50 many grammatical errors




Example 3.2: An Analytical rubric for essay writing

Excellent Good Satisfactory Needs
9-10 7-8 5-6 Improvement
0-4
Idea Thoroughly Ideas Ideas somewhat | Little or no
explanation | explained explained explained explanation
ideas
Coherency Extremely Coherent Somewhat Lacks
coherent writing coherent coherency
writing writing
Language Few errors Some errors | Many errors Many errors so
use meaning is not

clear




Example 3.3 Rubric for essay. Total - 20

Code 7 Code 6 Code 5 Code 4 Code 3 Moderate Code 2 Elementary | Code 1
Outstanding Meritorious Substantial Adequate 40-49% 30-39% Not achieved
80-100 % 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% 0-29%
Content Content shows Content shows Content shows a Content shows Content ordinary Content not always | Content irrelevant.
& impressive insight good insight into sound anadequate Gaps in coherence | clear ordinary No coherence.
planning | into topic topic interpretation of | interpretation of Ideas repetetive Gaps in coherence | Ideas repetetive.
Ideas thoughfully Ideas imaginative & | topic topic interpretation of Few idea are often | Non-existent
10 marks | provoked interesting Ideas interesting Ideas ordinary & topic lacking depth | repetetive planning &
Planning & drafting | Planning & drafting | & convincing lacking depth Planning & drafting | interpretation of drafting. Poorly
has produced a has produced a Planning & Planning & drafting has produced a topic lacking depth | presented essay
virtually flawless well crafted essay drafting has has produced a fairly coherent & Inadequate 0-3
essay 7-8 produced a satisfactorily presentable essay evidence of
8-10 presentable essay | presented essay 4-5 planning & drafting
6-7 5-6 has produced. Not
a well presented
essay
3-4
Lang Critical awareness Critical awareness Critical awareness | Some awareness of Limited awareness | Language and Punctuation & lang
Style & of impact of of impact of of of language impact of language of impact of punctuation are seriously flawed
Editing language language evident evident language. Many flawed. Choice of Choice of words
Punctuation Punctuation Punctuation & Punctuation & errosr in language words is limited. inapprpriate. Style,
5 marks effectively used, correctly used, language mostly language often use and Style, tone, register | tone and register

figurative language
used. Choice of
words highly
appropriate, Style,
tone, register
suited to topic
Virtually error free
5

figurative language
correctly. Choice of
words varied &
appropriate, Style,
tone, register
suited to topic
Largely error free
4,5

correctly used.
Style, tone,
register suited to
topic in most of
essay

By and large error
free

4

incorrect Style, tone,
register poor Several
errors

punctuation Style,
tone and regiter
not always
appropriate

2

are
inappropriateMany
errors.

flawed. Error-
ridden

0




Structure

5 marks

Coherent
development of
topic Vivid details
sentences &
paragraphs
coherently
constructed

Logical
development of
topic sentences &
paragraphs logical
& varied coherently
constructed

4,5

Several details
developed
Sentences and
paragraphs are
well-constructed
4

Some details
developed

Some sentences and
paragraphs are well-
constructed

3

Some details
developed
Some sentences
and paragraphs
faulty

2

Sometimes off
topic Genral line of
thought is difficult
to follow.
Sentences and
paragraphs are at
an elementary level
1

Off topic Sentences
and paragraphs are
muddled

0




Example 3.4: Rubric for longer creative writing

Criteria Excellent Accomplished Developing Beginner

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Writing process Thorough planning, | Planning evident, Some evidence of No evidence of
clear evidence of evidence of drafting | planning, drafting planning, drafting
drafting and editing | and editing and editing and editing

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Originality Very original Original Some attempt at No originality

originality

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Introduction and Captivating intro Captivating intro or | Some attempt at Lack of

ending and interesting interesting ending intro and endning satisfacctory intro
ending or ending

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Paragraphing and | Excellent logical Accomplished Attempt at Muddled no

topic development | development of logical development | paragraphing. Lack | paragraphing
paragraphs of paragraphs of logical

development

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Sensory detail and | Excellent Accomplished Inclusion of one or | None included

descriptive two

elements

Mark awarded 5 4/3 2 1

Grammar. Very few errors Some errors Errors interfere Mostly errors

Spelling, with meaning

punctuation




Exanple 3.5: Writing process rubric ~ SCORE-20
STEPS BELOW BASIC 6- PROFICIENT | EXCELLENT
BASIC 1-5 |10 11-15 16-20
Planning & No or limited | Few key Numerous key Detailed ideas are
Brainstorming key words or | words words and ideas recorded and
ideas recorded and | recorded. organization of
recorded. No | organization Organization is essay is clear.
organization indicated planned
indicated.
First No or limited | Few key Numerous key All key words
draft/rough words/ideas words and words and ideas and ideas used
copy used from ideas used used from from
brainstorming. | from brainstorming. brainstorming.
No brainstorming. | Organization and | Organization and
organization Organization | structure apparent | structure apparent
apparent and structure | is clear is clear
apparent
Revision No or limited | Few key Adequate key Many key words
key words or | words and words and ideas and ideas are
ideas added. ideas are are added.Most added. Details are
Details are not | added.Details | details begining to | clear and specific
clear begining to be | be clear and
clear and specific
specific
Edit No or little Some Satisfactory Full attention to
attention to attention to attention to sentence
sentence sentence sentence structure, spelling
structure, structure, structure, spelling | and punctuation
spelling and spelling and and punctuation
punctuation punctuation
Final No attempt to | Some attempt | Adequate attempt | Excellent attempt
copy/publish make ‘Fo make ‘Fo make ‘Fo make
improvements | improvements | improvements improvements
Steps learner
needs to work
on




Example 3.6: Expository essay rubric

Description Intro Body Conclusion Language Other
Clearly addresses all | 4 engaging, ¢ well-developed topic | # restates the thesis | 4 effective 4 writes with the
parts of the writing appropriate lead sentence statement and the | transitions audience in mind
task; maintains a clear | 4 general information 4 in-depth, accurate, main throughout the 4 strong “voice”
purpose and a introducing the topic and ideas essay (expressive,
consistent point of # clear thesis and a relevant facts/concrete | 4 expands upon the | 4 employs a variety | engaging,
view and focus; all statement of the main details general of enthusiastic,
ideas are on topic, not points 4 relevant comments information sentence patterns to | natural,
extraneous; essay without redundancy provided in the enhance the writing | thought-
logically flows from ¢ cffective concluding introduction 4 sentences vary in | provoking)
one paragraph to sentence that restates | 4 ends with a final beginnings, length, | 4 original and
another; paragraphs the topic sentence thought, but does and engaging
fully elaborate and not complexity title
develop the thesis give any new ¢ precise and

information engaging

vocabulary

Addresses all parts of | 4 appropriate lead 4 topic sentence # restates the thesis | 4 includes 4 attempts to write
the writing task; 4 some general 4 rclevant facts, statement and the | appropriate with
maintains a general information concrete main transitions the audience in
understanding of the introducing the topic details, and supporting | ideas ¢ may employ mind
purpose and mostly ¢ thesis and a comments 4 may include some | various 4 moderate
consistent point of statement of the main | 4 minimal redundancy general sentence patterns “voice”
view and focus; ideas points 4 concluding sentence | information 4 sentences may (sincere, but not
are on topic; essay ¢ ends with a final | vary in genuinely
flows from one thought beginnings and engaging)
paragraph to another; length 4 appropriate title
paragraphs build and 4 uses accurate
develop the thesis vocabulary




Addresses only parts
of the writing task;
demonstrates limited
understanding of the
purpose and an
unclear point of view
and focus; lacks unity
between paragraphs;
weak paragraph
development; lacks
sufficient support for
the thesis

4 weak, inappropriate,

or
missing lead

4 little or no general
information
introducing the topic

4 weak, insufficient, or
missing thesis and
statement of the main
points

4 insufficient or
missing topic
sentence
4 limited or irrelevant
facts, concrete
details,
and comments
4 redundant
information
or comments
4 insufficient or
missing concluding
sentence

4 confusing or
missing
restatement of
thesis,
main ideas, and
general information
4 missing final
thought

¢ incffective,
awkward,
or missing
transitions
4 simple sentence
patterns
4 may include
confusing
or incorrect
vocabulary

4 limited
awareness of
the audience
4 little or no
“voice”
(flat, lifeless, or
mechanical)
4 may or may not
have a
title

Fails to address the
writing task;
demonstrates no
understanding of the
purpose; lacks point of
view, focus, and unity
between paragraphs;
little or no paragraph
development

4 inappropriate or
missing lead
4 no general
information
introducing the topic
¢ missing or irrelevant
thesis and main points

4 missing or
irrelevant
topic sentence
4 few or no facts,
concrete details, or
support
4 redundant
information

4 missing or
inappropriate

4 no transitions
4 simple, confusing,
or
fragmented sentence
patterns

4 no awareness of
the

audience
4 lacks “voice”
(flat,

lifeless, or
mechanical)
4 no title

10




