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EFAL Grades 4 – 6 
JiT 3 of 2019 

Workshop programme 
Activity Time 
Introduction 

Ø Welcome2Setting ground rules 
Ø Workshop outcomes 

5 minutes 

Pre workshop activity 15 minutes 
Part 1: Reviewing the use of trackers and JiT 
workshop 2 2019 

10 minutes 

Part 2:  Revising important aspects of 
teaching reading comprehension 
Part 3: 
Identifying difficulties with reading 
information texts 
Focusing on vocabulary in information texts 
Part 4: 
Application of reading skills for information 
texts.  
 

70 minutes 
 
  
20 minutes 
 
75  minutes 
 
90 minutes 

Post workshop activity 15 minutes 
Closure  
Total working time 5 Hours 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Workshop outcomes 

Strengthen and extend knowledge and skills for the EFAL Intermediate classroom by: 

• Revising  and applying important aspects for teaching reading comprehension  
• Examining and applying strategies for helping learners read information texts 
• Revising and applying vocabulary for reading comprehension  

 

Pre-workshop activity- what do you already know about the teaching of reading skills for 
reading stories, reading information texts and developing vocabulary?    (15 minutes) 
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Part 1 –REVIEWING TRACKERS AND PAST JIT WORKSHOPS      [10 Minutes] 

1. Now that some of the problems with getting access to the trackers have been 
solved, is your school now using the trackers?  

2. In the schools using the tracker are the learners showing an improvement in their 
use of English? If possible give examples. 

3. To date in the JIT workshops we have worked on reading comprehension, 
questioning, writing, vocabulary development, listening and speaking. Which of 
these aspects have been the most successful in terms of the teachers using the 
information in their classrooms?   

Part 2 – READING COMPREHENSION REVISION     [70 minutes] 

INTRODUCTION  (30 minutes) 

In a previous workshop we examined how learners can be helped with reading comprehension. As 
requested we will re-examine this topic. In our discussions we will follow the CAPS (pp.10-11) 
divisions of 

• Pre-reading 
• Reading 
• Post reading  

The important points from the last reading workshop will be revisited but applied using a different 
approach to provide you with more alternatives to support your learners. 

What is the purpose of pre-reading? 

Write down the main points from the discussion and from facilitator’s chart. 

Just before the learners read: What kind/s of instructions would help your leaners with the 
reading of the text? 

 What generally is found in the post-reading activity/activities? 

ACTIVITY 1  ( 40 minutes) 

Your facilitator will ask you to get into three groups – one to work on Grade 4, one on Grade 5 and 
one on Grade 6.  

In the Resources Pack, the first three texts are as follows: 

TEXT 1: Stop, drop, roll from Successful English Grade 4. Group 1 

TEXT 2: The Story of Richard Simelane from Platinum Grade 5 Group 2 

TEXT 3: Flying High from Interactive English Grade 6 Group 3 

Please note that all the texts in the Resource pack are for Term 3. 
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• In your groups but working individually, read the text noting any problems learners may 
experience with the text.  You need to comment on the pre-reading, reading and post 
reading sections.   (10 minutes) 

• Share with your group the problems you have identified. (10 minutes)) 
• Read through the two texts you did not work on.  (5 minutes) 
• Whole group activity – each group will present the problems they found with their text.  

               (15 minutes) 
 

From the discussion note in particular the similarities where learners may find difficulties and where 
learners are well supported. 

 

Part 3  INFORMATION TEXTS                                                                  [95 minutes]
  

1) INTRODUCTION  (20 minutes) 

The texts in Activity 1 were stories (narratives). Learners in all grades of the Intermediate Phase are 
expected to read information texts. 

 What problems might learners have with information texts?  

Possible answers: unknown subject vocabulary, insufficient background information, difficult 
sentence structure, difficulty in interpreting pictures, tables, graphs, maps etc.  

After the discussion ensure that you have made a note of the points from the chart. 

2) VOCABUALRY   (75 minutes) 

2a) Revise   (20 minutes)  

What do you remember about teaching and learning vocabulary? 

All  the points you have just discussed and those on the facilitator’s list  are relevant for all types of 
reading texts. However, information texts (texts across the curriculum) need some extra attention. 
You have just pointed out the importance of identifying words that may prevent your learners from 
comprehending. For the reading of information texts the extra attention essential for supporting 
learners, is your identifying the technical vocabulary / vocabulary specific to a subject and everyday 
words used in a different and/or unfamiliar context.  For example :  “When we do not have rain,  
under-ground water is a good source of obtaining water for irrigation”. In a Science context, “ 
under-ground water ‘’ ,“source” and “irrigation” are technical words while “obtaining water” is 
everyday vocabulary.    
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2b) Technical and everyday vocabulary  (25 minutes) 

ACTIVITY 2       

Read through the Grade 5 text for Activity 2  - Text 8 in the Resources handout, then  

i) underline all the technical words and  
ii) bracket everyday words you think  Grade 5s  may find problematic . 

2c) Same word with different meanings  (30 minutes) 

We will now look at how words or groups of words change in meaning depending on the context in 
which they are used.  Think of the word “mass”.  How many meanings can you think of and in which 
subjects? 

You facilitator will give you a few minutes to add to your list of examples any  you did not think of . 

The following two activities are suggestions for helping learners to understand that the same word 
can have different meanings in different contexts. Examine them and then say how effective they 
would be for Intermediate learners. Decide on the grade in your consideration. 

Learner activity 1 
a) All living things (organisms) need oxygen 
b) It is difficult to earn a living  these days 
c) Although we have advanced technologically, the living conditions of many people have not 

improved  

Match the meanings given below to each of these sentences to show what  living  means  

a) Things that are alive 
b) The way in which we get money to eat etc. 
c) The place where we eat, sleep etc. 

Learner activity 2 

Match the meanings in Column 1 to the sentences in Column  

 Column 1      Column 2 

1. Since the fighting started many houses    a) to go 
have  been set on fire in the township 
2. The teacher set the clock to make sure the  b) a group of things that are thought   
test  lasted for an hour     of  together 
3. The sun set very early yesterday   d) made to burn 
4. I always set out very early because I didn’t   e) machine made up of many parts 
want to be late for school 
5. We bought a Smart TV set    f) to put at the right time 
6. This element does not belong to this set  g) to go down in the sky 
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These may be too difficult for Grade 4 but otherwise they are satisfactory for the other grades. 
Knowing that words can have different meanings in different contexts would facilitate reading 
comprehension. Although  learners would still need an explanation,  gloss or dictionaries  these 
activities would help to internalise meanings and give the opportunity to practise meaningfully. 
Remember meaningful practise is essential for r vocabulary learning. The reader needs to know that 
he/she must examine the context. 

Part 4  APPLICATION       [90 minutes] 

ACTIVITY 3     (30 minutes) 

Read TEXT 4 (Electric plugs) then your facilitator will work through the following question by 
question with you: 

1. Are pre-reading and post reading sections dealt with adequately? 
2. How clearly are the facts put across? Are the facts/ideas easy to grasp? 
3. Are there too many or too few facts/ideas? 
4. How complex is the style of the text? Is the sentence structure simple or complex? 
5. How difficult is the vocabulary that is used – both technical and everyday words? 

When specialist technical terms are used are they adequately explained? Is there a 
glossary? 

6. Are the illustrations/ diagrams appropriate? Are there too many or too few? Are 
they well positioned? 

7. Are the questions and/or activities suitable? Do they fulfil the level required by 
CAPS? 

8. How would you know whether or not your learners have comprehended the text? 
 

ACTIVITY 4   (60 minutes) 

You will continue to work in the same groups as you did for Activity 1.  

Find the text for your group from the Resources handout  as follows:: 

TEXT 5 Group  2 Grade 4 Butterflies Via Africa 

TEXT 6 Group 3 Grade 5  The Big Five.  Top Class 

TEXT 7 Group 1 Grade 6  Weather . Study and Master 

Work as you did for Activity1. Work alone then share your ideas with your group. Get a list ready for 
sharing in a plenary. 
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Below is a guideline for working with your allotted text: 

1. Are the pre-reading, reading and post reading instructions and activities suitable for your 
grade? 

2. Refer to the points below which are related specifically to information texts. We have dealt 
with them on page 4 above and in Activity 3. They have been repeated here for quick 
reference  

• Specialised vocabulary (technical words) e.g. in Science “atom”, ‘’circuit” 
• non-technical/everyday  words used  with a content subject meaning. For example the word 

“difference” in everyday use we can say: “the difference between the twins is their height”. 
In mathematics  you might ask “What is the  “difference” between 10 and 7?”   but you 
could ask: “What is the difference between a square and a rectangle?  

•  Formal grammatical structure with frequent use of the passive voice 
• Long sentences – often with a number of subordinate clauses (“íf”clauses) 
• Complex instructions 
3. How appropriate are the comprehension questions for your grade?  
4. What possible solutions are there to problems identified? 

In this and in a previous workshop dealing with reading comprehension (see JiT 2018 no.1). we 
discussed the importance of pre-reading. An essential aspect identified is:  stimulating learners’ 
interest in the topic.  

What ideas do you have for stimulating learners interest in a topic? At the end of the discussion 
make sure that you have made a note of all the different ideas produced by the group and those on 
the facilitator’s chart 

 

Post - workshop activity    (15 Minutes)  

 

 

   

 

 


