
NATIONAL SCHOOL READINESS SURVEY 
PROGRESS REPORTS

(1) 18th May 2020: Principals’ Baseline Survey 
(2) 29th May 2020: Monitoring Progress
(3) 5th June 2020: Monitoring Progress
(4) 29th June 2020: Monitoring Progress and assessing readiness for 6 July



HOW THE SURVEYS ON SCHOOL READINESS WERE CONDUCTED AND 
RESPONSE RATE

• All 4 surveys were completed online
• The survey was sent to all members, but only principals were asked to submit a response. 
• The replies of those who indicated they were not principals were omitted from the analysis.

• SURVEY 1 was completed between 16th and 18th May 2020.
• A total of 9 365 complete responses were received (±40% of schools)

• SURVEY 2 was completed on 29 May 2020. 
• A total of 6 616  complete responses were received (±29% of schools). The 24-hour response 

period resulted in fewer responses.

• SURVEY 3 was completed on 5th June. 
• A total of 5 500 complete responses were received (24% of schools)

• SURVEY 4 was completed on 29th June. 
• A total of 5 293 complete responses were received (±23% of schools)



DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ACROSS PROVINCES (% of responses received) 
PROVINCE % of 

National
Share

SURVEY 
1

18 MAY

SURVEY 
2

29 MAY

SURVEY 
3

5 JUNE

SURVEY
4

29 JUNE

Total 
responses 
received

100%
16 398 12 076 8 276 8 246

Gauteng 9 11 8 7 9
Free State 5 9 3 7 4
KwaZulu-
Natal

25 21 25 25 25

Mpumalanga 7 8 10 10 6
Limpopo 16 16 24 19 21
North West 6 6 4 6 5
N Cape 2 3 3 4 3
W Cape 6 11 5 6 6
E Cape 23 20 19 17 21

• All 4 surveys are reasonably 
representative nationally and across 
all 9 provinces

• Declining participation over time 
(survey overload?) 

SURVEY 4



THE REPORT ON JOINT TEACHER UNION SURVEY 4 COVERS : 

• Grades 7 and 12 as at 29th June:
• Provision of necessary resources
• Management of resources
• School opening and closures Teacher and learner attendance

• Readiness for return of Grades R-3, 6, 10-11 on 6th July:
• Provision of necessary resources
• Management of resources
• Timetabling readiness
• Teaching readiness



OVERALL FINDINGS OF SURVEY 4
There are wide provincial variations in readiness for the return of the next grades on 8th July

• MATERIAL READINESS: Even where some level of readiness exists, this is precarious and will deteriorate 
sharply when the next grades return. For example, for some key features of material readiness 
• Currently, 79% of schools have sufficient hand sanitizers, but when the next grades return on 6th July, only 54% 

of schools nationally will have sufficient sanitizers.  In 5 provinces, less than 60% of schools have enough. 
• Only 43% of schools nationally that require water tanks have received them. In 6 provinces less than 40% of 

schools that need, have received. In the Eastern Cape, 70% of the schools that need water tanks have not yet 
received them 

• Only 75% of schools nationally have been provided with 2 masks per learner and staff member, and only 27% 
have enough masks for the return of the next grades

• READINESS OF SCHOOLS MANAGEMENT FOR NEW REQUIREMENTS: Having the material requirements 
must be followed by having the systems within the schools for these to be used effectively. For example:
• Only 71% of schools nationally have put systems in place for every person entering a classroom to wash with 

soap and water or sanitize their hands, and only 54% will be able to do this when the next grades return

• READINESS TO TEACH WITH PHYSICAL DISTANCING
• In only 2 provinces have more than 80% of schools been able to construct a timetable for when the next grades 

return that allows a 1.5m distance between learners in classrooms. 33% of schools have bot been able to 
construct a timetable because of classroom or teacher availability constraints

• Nationally, more than 50% of teachers are not ready to start teaching on the basis of the new curriculum 
guidelines



REVIEW OF OPENING OF SCHOOLS NATIONALLY & PROVINCIALLY

• Schools have not opened evenly, half of our schools do not currently have a full 
staff complement, and many learners are not attending school
• Approximately 4% schools nationally have not opened
• Approximately 8% schools nationally were closed due to non-compliance
• Approximately 10% schools nationally were closed for a period due to a 

COVID case (45% for 5 days or more)
• As many as 47% of schools nationally do not haver a full teaching 

complement because 10-20% of teachers are not reporting because of 
comorbidities
• As many as 30% of schools nationally (up to 10% of learners) are being kept at 

home because of parental concerns
• See table on next slide for figures and provincial comparisons



REVIEW OF OPENING OF SCHOOLS 
NATIONALLY  AND PROVINCIALLY

NAT’L KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW GT WC
%age Schools that opened in week 1 (8 June) 49 54 48 34 53 43 49 54 61 62

%age Schools that opened and closed in week 2 (15 June) 47 42 42 60 42 49 48 45 37 32

%age Schools that have not opened 4 4 10 6 5 8 3 1 3 6

%age schools closed because of non-compliance 8 11 14 15 5 9 3 3 3 6

%age Schools closed because of COVID cases1 10 7 5 17 5 5 3 8 23 16

10-20% Teachers not reporting because of comorbidities 47 49 36 43 48 57 30 43 63 60

10-20 %  Children absent because of comorbidities 36 36 12 35 36 39 24 5 55 54

Up to 10% of learners kept at home because of parental 
concerns2

30 31 37 29 35 32 18 40 48 23

Between 11% and 20% of learners kept at home because 
of parental concerns

7 7 9 8 8 3 1 4 14 13

Between 21% and 30% of learners kept at home because 
of parental concerns

4 5 5 4 3 3 0 3 3 16

1See slide 7 for length of time schools were closed
2See slide 8 for key parental concerns



NUMBER OF DAYS THAT SCHOOLS REPORT BEING CLOSED BECAUSE OF COVID CASES



CONCERNS MOST FREQUENTLY RAISED BY PARENT (%) 



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS - HAND SANITIZING
PROVISION OF HAND SANITIZERS
• Only 5 provinces have delivered sufficient sanitizers so that all learners and 

teachers at schools can NOW sanitize their hands frequently during the day 
• Only 2 provinces have  delivered sufficient sanitizers so that all learners and 

teachers at schools can sanitize their hands frequently on the day when the 
next grades return (6th July)

SCHOOL SYSTEMS IN PLACE TO USE HAND SANITIZERS
• Only 2 provinces have systems in place for every person entering a classroom 

NOW to wash with soap and water or sanitize their hands, and again when 
leaving the classroom, and to dry their hands with paper towels discarded in a 
litter bin with a lid 
• In NO Provinces will systems be in place for every person entering a classroom 

NOW to wash with soap and water or sanitize their hands, and again when 
leaving the classroom, and to dry their hands, with paper towels discarded in 
a litter bin with a lid when the next grades return (6th July)



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS - HAND SANITIZING
NAT KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Have sufficient sanitizers been delivered so that all 
learners and teachers at schools NOW can sanitize their 
hands frequently during the day?  

79 82 94 85 77 55 80 50 67 91

When the next grades return on 6th July, will there be 
sufficient sanitizers for all learners and teachers to 
sanitize their hands frequently during the day?  

54 46 75 70 39 81 56 21 23 84

Have you been able to put systems in place for every 
person entering a classroom NOW to wash with soap 
and water or sanitize their hands, and again when 
leaving the classroom, and to dry their hands, with 
paper towels discarded in a litter bin with a lid? 

71 56 74 77 75 68 77 81 73 81

When the next grades return on 6th July, will you be 
able to put systems in place for every person entering a 
classroom to wash with soap and water or sanitize their 
hands, and again when leaving the classroom, and to 
dry their hands, with paper towels and discard in a litter 
bin with a lid? 

54 37 66 62 57 42 68 53 46 73

Readiness above 80%Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80%



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS - SANITATION FACILITIES
• PROVISION:

• In 7 provinces, more than 80% of schools have been able to provide water and soap in 
the sanitation facilities at the school NOW

• In only 1 province will more than 80% of schools be able to provide additional water and 
soap in the sanitation facilities at the school when the next grades return (6th July)

• SCHOOL SYSTEMS TO MONITOR AND REPLENISH SOAP IN SANITATION 
FACILITIES
• In 4 provinces, there is currently a system for the soap to be monitored and replenished 

during the day in more than 80% of schools
• In only  2 provinces, will there be  a system for the soap to be monitored and replenished 

during the day in more than 80% of schools when the next grades return (6th July)
• SCHOOL SYSTEMS TO WASH HANDS IN SANITATION FACILITIES

• In ALL provinces, less than 74% of schools currently have systems and resources for every 
person leaving a bathroom to wash their hands, to dry hands with paper towels, and to 
discard the paper into a litter bin with a lid, and lined with a bin liner

• In 4 provinces, less than 50% of schools will have systems and resources for every person 
leaving a bathroom to wash their hands, to dry hands with paper towels, and to discard 
the paper into a litter bin with a lid, and lined with a bin liner When the next grades 
return on 6th July, and in no province will more that 62% of schools be able to do so



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS - SANITATION
NAT KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Have you been able to provide water and soap in the 
sanitation facilities at the school? 85 83 90 74 89 77 89 91 95 94
When the next grades return on 6th July, will you be able to 
provide additional water and soap in the sanitation facilities at 
the school? 

62 55 74 56 68 50 76 59 57 83

Do you have a system for the soap to be monitored and 
replenished during the day? 78 78 89 72 78 71 78 85 84 86
When the next grades return on 6th July, will you have a 
system for the soap to be monitored and replenished during 
the day? 

68 65 84 66 70 60 73 70 66 82

Have you had systems and resources for every person leaving 
a bathroom to wash their hands, to dry hands with paper 
towels, and to discard the paper into a litter bin with a lid, and 
lined with a bin liner? 

45 36 67 53 61 60 63 74 67 67

When the next grades return on 6th July, will you have 
systems and resources for every person leaving a bathroom to 
wash their hands, to dry hands with paper towels, and to 
discard the paper into a litter bin with a lid, and lined with a 
bin liner? 

55 27 62 45 48 44 57 53 46 60

Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80% Readiness above 80%



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN WATER AND MASKS
NAT KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Is there adequate access to water in the school for all COVID 
related washing? 75 72 78 59 77 71 80 80 92 95
When the next grades return on 6th July, will you have 
adequate access to water in the school for all COVID related 
washing?

69 65 76 52 73 65 76 74 83 92

If you are dependent on water tanks, have these been 
delivered? 43 55 9 31 62 34 45 29 19 18
If they have been delivered, do you know what to do to 
ensure they are filled when needed? 34 39 39 24 62 44 38 27 23 39
Were face masks delivered in sufficient quantities so that each 
learner and teacher have at least 2 masks? 75 70 81 79 80 57 77 73 71 89
When the next grades return on 6th July, have sufficient 
quantities been delivered so that each learner and teacher 
have at least 2 masks?

27 9 59 68 18 7 10 10 10 75

Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80% Readiness above 80%



WATER PROVISION REMAINS A CRISIS



25% of schools 
nationally report not 
having enough water 
for COVID related 
washing



31% of schools 
nationally report 
that they will not 
have enough water 
for COVID related 
washing when the 
next grades return



23% of schools 
nationally  that 
are dependent 
on water tanks 
report that 
these have not 
been delivered



In the Eastern 
Cape, 70% of the 
schools that need 
water tanks have 
not yet received 
them yet 



34% of schools 
nationally  that 
have received 
water tanks 
report that 
that they do 
not know how 
to get them re-
filled



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN PREPARATIONS FOR 
TEACHING FROM 6TH JULY
• In only 2 provinces have more than 80% of schools been able to construct a 

timetable for when the next grades return that allows a 1.5m distance 
between learners in classrooms 
• In 8 provinces, less than 54% of schools have subject teams or phase teams 

been able to meet and reviewed the curriculum guidance received from 
national and province for the returning grades 
• In 8 provinces, less than 48% of schools have all subject teams or phase 

teams planned their teaching for the returning grades in terms of the 
curriculum guidance received for the returning grades 
• In only 1 province have more than 40% of schools have all subject teams or 

phase teams planned for what work learners will need to do at home
when not in school for the returning grades? 



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN SCREENING  
NAT KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Are you assessing the temperature of all persons (parent, 
teacher, learner or visitor) that enter the school with a 
digital thermometer scanner? 

98 98 99 97 99 99 98 99 99 91

When the next grades return on 6th July, are you confident 
that you will be able to assess the temperature of all persons 
(parent, teacher, learner or visitor) that enter the school 
with a digital thermometer scanner? 

54 45 79 59 50 46 58 51 48 84

Have you been able to ensure that learners and employees 
are screened using the NDoH COVID-19 procedure and 
questionnaire? 

92 92 97 85 93 91 94 98 94 81

When the next grades return on 6th July, will you be able to 
ensure that learners and employees are screened using the 
NDoH COVID-19 procedure and questionnaire?

68 61 89 69 71 64 72 68 65 73

Readiness above 80%Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80%

Schools are doing well with screening, but anticipate not coping when the next 
grades return



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN CLEANING AND 
DISINFECTING

• See next slide – Schools anticipate having difficulty managing cleaning 
and disinfecting once the next grades return



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Has the school had sufficient cleaning equipment (water and 
soap/detergent, or sanitizer) for all surfaces in all classrooms to be 
sanitized several times a day?

80 86 74 81 52 80 59 70 84

When the next grades return on 6 July, will the school have sufficient 
cleaning equipment for all surfaces in all classrooms to be sanitized 
several times a day?

50 70 59 48 27 67 36 38 75

Have you been able to clean classrooms at least twice a day with a 
disinfectant (of sodium hypochlorite 0.5% biocide sachets) or bleach 
mixture (250ml of bleach to 5 litres of water)?

73 62 69 67 55 71 70 63 71

When the next grades return on 6th July, are you confident you will be 
able to clean classrooms at least twice a day with a disinfectant (sodium 
hypochlorite 0.5% biocide sachets) or bleach mixture (250ml of bleach to 
5 litres of water)?

41 43 48 37 26 57 33 34 47

Have you had systems and resources in place for surfaces that are 
regularly touched (taps, doorknobs and toilet handles) to be wiped down 
hourly with 20 ml bleach per litre water or disinfectant wipes?

56 65 56 61 40 58 56 59 71

When the next grades return on 6th July, are you confident that systems 
and resources will be in place for surfaces that are regularly touched (taps, 
doorknobs and toilet handles) to be wiped down hourly with 20 ml bleach 
per litre water or disinfectant wipes?

39 50 46 45 29 53 39 40 54

Readiness above 80%Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80%



PROVINCIAL VARIATIONS IN PREPARATIONS FOR TEACHING FROM 6TH JULY
KZN NC EC FS Mp L’po NW Gt WC

Have you constructed a timetable for when the next grades 
return that allows a 1.5m distance between learners in 
classrooms? 

65 82 64 76 75 70 78 72 93

Have all subject teams or phase teams met and reviewed 
the curriculum guidance received from national and 
province for the returning grades? 

46 50 41 50 48 51 54 46 62

Have all subject teams or phase teams planned their 
teaching for the returning grades in terms of the 
curriculum guidance received for the returning grades? 

38 43 37 42 39 42 45 48 60

Have all subject teams or phase teams planned for what 
work learners will need to do at home when not in school 
for the returning grades? 

29 28 26 29 27 26 33 40 53

Readiness below 50% Readiness between 50 and 80 % Readiness above 80%



THE MAJORITY OF SCHOOLS WILL BE ROTATING WEEKLY OR DAILY, 
23% OF SCHOOLS ARE STRUGGLING TO CONSTRUCT A TIMETABLE



CONTACT AND SUPPORT FROM CIRCUIT MANAGERS



COMMUNICATING WITH SGB RE MONITORING 



READINESS FOR SCREENING ON RETURN



READINESS FOR NSNP ON RETURN


