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PURPOSE OF SURVEY
• To strengthen the collaboration between the Department and Unions who share 

the goal of ensuring that schools are safe for teachers and learners to return
• For the Unions at national and provincial levels to provide information (from their 

members who are principals) to the National and Provincial education 
departments so that readiness can be assessed, and monitored over the next 
weeks in order to guide action. This information can be used as a double-check 
against the reports the Minister is receiving

• This survey will provide baseline information.  A follow up survey will be 
conducted in a week to monitor progress so that direct action can be taken by the 
Department to assist provinces and districts that are not on track

• The detailed provincial results with district level analysis will be available today 
and will be shared with the provincial structures of unions for discussion with PED 
so that problems can be identified and attended to. This information can be used 
as a double-check against the District reports the MECs are receiving

• Subsequent surveys will continue to monitor areas identified as problematic, and 
additional items will be included once SMT are back at schools and planning for 
teaching commences

• The results of these surveys will be shared every week with the national and 
provincial departments



EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEY OF TEACHER CO-
MORBIDITIES

• This survey has been compiled by the health science team the 
Unions is working with.
• The purpose of the survey is to give an indication of self-reported 

co-morbidity data at provincial and district level, and by type of 
school, so that broad information on possible need for additional 
teachers to add planning is available
• All unions will ask all of their members to complete the survey 

this week
• This data will be shared as soon as it is available



HOW THIS SURVEY ON SCHOOL READIONESS WAS 
CONDUCTED

• The survey was completed on line between 16th and 18th May
• The platform used provides summary results within a few hours, 

and the detailed data can be explored later in more detail. 
• The survey was sent to all members, but only principals were 

asked to submit a response. 
• The replies of those who indicated they were not principals were 

omitted from the analysis.



RESPONSES
• A total of 9 365 complete responses were received (±40% of schools)

The responses 
indicate a 
representative 
response from 
the 9 provinces, 
with Gauteng 
being under-
represented



The responses 
indicate a 
representative 
response 
across type of 
school. We 
also have 
results from 
boarding 
schools.  
Boarding and 
special schools 
require special 
attention



MULTI-GRADE SCHOOLS – A SPECIAL CHALLENGE

Provinces will be asked 
to take special note of 
the challenges of 
multi-grade schools



LIMITATIONS OF THE SURVEY

• This is our first survey monitoring readiness.
• We will review the questions for clarity, and sharpen focus in follow-

up surveys
• We would appreciate the Minister’s comments so that the instrument 

can be improved and so that both the Department and the Unions 
have confidence in the results
• We took care to ensure that only Principals answered, but there may 

be a small sampling error if persons other than Principals replied



OVERALL SUMMARY OF RESULTS
• The baseline indicates that preparations are still in process across all 9 

provinces and the survey conducted at the end of this week should reflect the 
impact of the actions currently being undertaken across the provinces
• There is unevenness across the provinces. This is highlighted in the 

presentation for those questions where the differences are marked. When 
the provincial results are in, we expect some differences across districts 
within provinces
• This requires a discussion about differential opening across and within 

provinces.  Our view is that opening must follow readiness – but this requires 
a firm commitment from the education department to put in place  special 
measures for those that cannot return immediately
• The challenges being faced by more rural provinces (Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-

Natal and Limpopo) reflect underlying structural inequalities. We need firm, 
time-bound plans to sustainably address these beyond COVID
• We are concerned that some provinces that are lagging behind are also 

becoming centres of epidemic



79% of schools that responded to the survey have not yet received the 
necessary regulations



60% of principals surveyed report that their circuit manager has not yet been 
in touch with them



G F K M L NW NC W E G F K M L NW NC W E 

Contact with the CM is highest in Mpumalanga and W Cape, and lowest in 
Gauteng and North West



44% of schools that responded to the survey report that they do not have 
adequate access to water for COVID-related washing. This needs to be 
interrogated further



G F K M L NW NC W E G F K M L NW NC W E 
More than 60% of schools in E Cape, and more than 40% of schools in the Free State, 
KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, Limpopo &  N West report not having adequate water. 



39% of schools that responded to the survey and which are dependent on 
water tanks, have not yet received the tanks



G F K M L NW NC W E 

Non-delivery of water tanks is a problems in E Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and 
Limpopo



24% of schools that have received water tanks do not know how they will be 
re-filled



92% of schools that responded to the survey report that offices have not yet 
been cleaned and disinfected



G F K M L NW NC W E 

The Northern Cape and Western Cape have made the most progress in 
cleaning and disinfecting  offices



95% of schools that responded to the survey report that classrooms have not 
yet been cleaned and disinfected



We asked this question as it will have a bearing on the need for sanitizing 
surfaces during the day – this will be explored further in surveys once time-
tabling has been done at school level



92% of schools that responded to the survey report that they do not have 
material for cleaning and disinfecting surface during the day



78% of schools that responded to the survey report that sanitation facilities do 
not have soap and water



We are advised that learners and teachers need a minimum of 2 
masks each



94% of schools that responded to the survey report hand sanitisers have not been 
delivered. We are advised that soap and water are effective as a sustainable 
alternative



G F K M L NW NC W E 
Sanitizers have been delivered to nearly 40% of schools in Western Cape, but little 
has been delivered on other provinces as at 18th May



21% of Principals report that more than 75% of teachers at their school use 
public transport , and 13% report that between 51% &  75% of teachers use 
public transport



G F K M L NW NC W E 

A high percentage of teachers in the Eastern Cape, Limpopo and KwaZulu-
Natal use public transport  - an added risk



84% of principals that 
responded to the survey 
report that they have 
not yet discussed safety 
procedures with the SGB
This is a crucial gap that 
requires attention at 
national and provincial 
levels as PARENTAL 
CONFIDENCE IS KEY TO 
RE-OPENING.
Subsequent surveys will 
address this more 
deeply



There is not yet clarity on if the NSNP will be provided. Our question in next 
week’s survey will seek more information



G F K M L NW NC W E 


